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Executive Summary  

AP-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b) 

1. Introduction 

The City of Auburn completed a 5-year Strategic Plan for the 2015-2019 program years that focuses on 

issues related to housing, homeless, community development (including facilities/public improvement), 

economic development and non-homeless public services. This Annual Action Plan is the second 

program year of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Strategic Plan and provides the 

framework for the 2016-2017 CDBG program year funds. 

Two types of programming have been identified by the City of Auburn for CDBG funds – programs that 

will directly benefit low to moderate income residents and targeted neighborhood investments which 

will focus on particular low to moderate income neighborhoods based on current data provided by the 

2010 American Community Survey (ACS). 

Community Development Block Grant Funds have greatly impacted our community by rehabilitating 

houses for low to moderate income residents through the Home Repair Assistance Program, 

demolishing blighting structures through Clearance activities, improving neighborhood walkability with 

sidewalk replacement, enhancing low to moderate income area parks, utilizing 15% annually of 

entitlement funds for the purpose of funding human service agencies, and providing funding 

opportunities to promote and enhance the local economy. 

The City is committed to using these funds to assist and improve the lives of the low to moderate 

income individual/family living in the City of Auburn.  More specifically, the City will continue to utilize 

CDBG funds to improve and promote homeownership, home repair, public improvements, public 

services, and economic development.  

This Annual Action Plan will further identify programs that will meet the needs of our community. 

Community needs were identified in the 5-year Strategic Plan but are expanded on annually through 

community meetings and public hearings.  

The City of Auburn Office of Planning and Economic Development is the coordinator of the Strategic 

Plan as well as Annual Action Plans. The Office of Planning and Economic Development will monitor the 

success of the program and manage the funding of the Community Development Block Grant from the 

office of Housing and Urban Development. 
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2. Summarize the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan   

This could be a restatement of items or a table listed elsewhere in the plan or a reference to 

another location. It may also contain any essential items from the housing and homeless needs 

assessment, the housing market analysis or the strategic plan. 

The City’s Consolidated Strategic Plan is shaped around serving low to moderate income individuals, 

families and areas in the City of Auburn by meeting three basic goals established by HUD. These goals 

include: 

Suitable Living Environment (SL): activities that are designed to benefit communities, families or 

individuals by addressing issues in their living environment 

Decent Housing (DH): housing programs where the purpose of the program is to meet individual family 

or community needs 

Creating Economic Opportunities (EO): activities related to economic development, commercial 

revitalization or job creation. 

The chart below provides an overview of the objectives and outcomes for the goals identified in this 

Annual Action Plan. Funding identified for the goals highlighted in the chart are entitlement funds only. 

Please see the attached budget for past entitlement funds as well as revolving loan funds (RLF) available 

for goals. 

 

Goal Objective Funding Outcome 

Home Repair, Home Accesss DH $94,185 17 Household Units 

Mortgage Assistance DH $18,000 6 Households 

Public Infrastructure SL $186,974 455 Persons 

Neighborhood Park and Playgrounds SL $128,921 865 Persons 

Clearance/Demolition DH $50,000 5 Units 

Public Services SL $110,000 1,500 Persons 

Economic Development EO 0 5 Jobs retained/created 

Special Development DH 0  

Section 108 Loan N/A $185,000 N/A 

Administration N/A $151,000 N/A 

Homeless Prevention DH $294,763 (CoC) 40 Homeless Persons Assisted 

Table 1 -  

3. Evaluation of past performance  
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This is an evaluation of past performance that helped lead the grantee to choose its goals or 

projects. 

In order to provide context for this Annual Action Plan, the City reviewed the first year of the 5 year 

Consolidated Plan (2015-2016 PY) accomplishments. Although some of these accomplishments are 

completed, a number of them are underway due to the program year ending March 31, 2016. 

Housing Rehabilitation 

 The Home Repair program rehabilitated 3 structures containing a total of 3 units.Emergency 

repair funds assisted two single family homes with furnaces.1 low interest loan for a water line 

repair.One structure rehab currently underway not reflected in the totals.  One structure ready 

to go to closing and start rehab and is not reflected in the totals. 

 Home Access Program provided handicap accessibility structures to 5 units. 

Remove the blighting influence of dilapidated structures 

 Funds removed 1 dilapidated structure. 

Encourage new homeowners for existing residential buildings 

 The Mortgage Assistance Program provided 7 homebuyers with closing cost assistance. 

Provide necessary public services 

 CDBG funds assisted 11 non-profits to provide services to over 1,221 City of Auburn low to 

moderate income residents. 

Support neighborhood revitalization efforts to improve public facilities and infrastructure, especially 

in targeted areas. 

 Improved 2 parks and playgrounds in Census Tract 418 and 421. 

 Replaced sidewalks along Arlington, Kensington, Englewood and Dunning Street located within 

census tract 418. 

Improve program management and administration 

 Homeless Task Force continues to be successful in increasing coordination efforts and training 

among homeless providers in the community 

 Increased coordination among organizations and human services through trainings and 

information. 

 Staff attended HUD trainings including TA Thursdays 
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 Staff attended Section 3 training and increased coordination efforts with Auburn Housing 

Authority, Homsite and Home HeadQuarters. 

 

4. Summary of Citizen Participation Process and consultation process  

Summary from citizen participation section of plan. 

Federal regulations require the City to provide for citizen participation in the preparation of the Annual 

Action Plan.  Although a regulation, the City values this as a tool for understanding the true needs of the 

community.  The City of Auburn hosted one public open house style meeting and two public hearings to 

solicit comments and participation from the public.  These meetings were advertised in the written and 

online local newspaper editions, posted on the City’s webpage, facebook, and twitter accounts, and 

emailed to nonprofit agencies. 

The public meeting was held on November 10, 2015 at the Phoenix Building, a downtown location.  This 

public meeting provided residents an open house style atmosphere to encourage residents to 

participate and let their voices be heard regarding neighborhood needs and priorities for the Annual 

Action Plan. 

Public hearings were held on December 10, 2015 at City Hall and January 28, 2016 at a City Council 

meeting to discuss the PY 2016 Annual Action Plan.  A draft of the Annual Action Plan is posted on the 

City’s website, and was presented at a Public Hearing on January 28, 2016.  A 30-day public comment 

period began on January 7, 2016 and extended to February 7, 2016 also provided citizens, public 

agencies, or other interested parties the opportunity to comment on the plan. 

The public hearings and public meetings were conducted in handicap accessible locations. Times and 

locations of meetings varied in trying to accommodate work schedules and capture as many members of 

the public as possible.  All meeting notices identified that the meetings were accessible to people with 

disabilities and that a language interpreter or materials offered in an alternate format could be present 

if notice was given to the Office of Planning and Economic Development ten days in advance. 

A survey was located on the City’s webpage and also distributed to varying agencies in the City.  A total 

of 202 surveys were submitted.  The data was summarized and used to prepare the plan. 

 

5. Summary of public comments 

This could be a brief narrative summary or reference an attached document from the Citizen 

Participation section of the Con Plan. 
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The Annual Action Plan identifies the funding for projects that address the City’s needs in economic 

development, neighborhood revitalization, housing development, and public services for low- and 

moderate-income households and individuals. 

Comments included in the Annual Action Plan were received though community meetings, public 

hearings, e-mail and an online survey. Please see all of the comments in the attachment section. 

6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them 

 All comments were taken into consideration in preparing the PY 2016-2017 Annual Action Plan. 

7. Summary 

As noted above all comments from the public meeting, public hearings and the community survey were 

taken into consideration. Public participation provides the framework for the goals and projects and 

ultimately shape the funding decisions provided within this Annual Action Plan.  The following list of 

priorities are CDBG eligible project/program areas that are ranked according to community input- 1 

(being the most important) to 14 (being the least important). The list of priorities correlates to the 

Annual Goals and Objectives chart in AP 20 and the Projects Summary in AP38. 

1. Affordable Housing 

2. Youth Programs 

3. Park and Playground Improvements/Cleanup of Abandoned lots (demolition) 

4. Homeless Prevention and Assistance 

5. Assistance to the Hungry 

6. Substance Abuse Services 

7. Domestic violence Programs 

8. Child Care Services 

9. Sidewalk Improvements 

10. Services to the Disabled  

11. Small Business Assistance 

12. Home Repair Assistance 

13. Senior Services 

14. Fair Housing Activities 
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PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies – 91.200(b) 

1. Agency/entity responsible for preparing/administering the Consolidated Plan 

Describe the agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those responsible for administration of each grant 

program and funding source. 

Agency Role Name Department/Agency 

   

CDBG Administrator AUBURN Office of Planning and Economic Development 

Table 2 – Responsible Agencies 

Narrative (optional) 

Community Development Block Grant agreements are with the City of Auburn. The City of Auburn’s Office of Planning and Economic 

Development (OPED) is responsible for overseeing the development of the Consolidated Plan, subsequent Action Plans and Annual CAPER’s. 

Further, the OPED is also responsible for oversight of the program and monitoring sub- recipients. 

Within City government, the OPED is able to draw on the expertise of other departments to help deliver programs and see the delivery of 

identified outcomes. The Engineering Department assists with the public infrastructure and demolition projects. The Department of Public 

Works assists with park improvements as well as the City’s demolition projects. The Code Enforcement Office oversees the City’s building codes 

and zoning. The Comptroller and Treasurer’s office assists with the accounting of the CDBG Program. Further the City works with a variety of 

community based organizations to assist with the delivery of programs and services. 

 Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information 

Jennifer L. Haines, Director 
Memorial City Hall 
24 South Street 
Auburn, NY 13021 
(315) 255-4115 
jhaines@auburnny.gov 
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AP-10 Consultation – 91.100, 91.200(b), 91.215(l) 

1. Introduction 

 

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between 

public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health 

and service agencies (91.215(l)) 

Our community’s Medicaid redesign led by the Director of Social Services and Mental Health has: 

 Integrated planning with assisted housing providers, mental health and other rehabilitative 

services to identify strategies for individuals to maintain housing 

 Supported projects that integrate a public/assisted housing with behavioral health services 

 Addressed reports of lead in uninspected low income housing 

 The Continuum of Care (CoC) Executive Committee has representation from City government, County 

government, the Veteran’s Administration, Auburn Housing Authority, local non-profits and a formerly 

homeless person. All housing projects seeking letters of support (required in most federal and state 

grants) from the CoC must present in front of this body and projects must meet a need identified by our 

local 10 year plan to end homelessness and/or Gaps Committee. 

Auburn Housing Authority Section 8 list opened on December 17, 2015 and by January 11, 2016 received 

over 200 approved applications. Vouchers will become available beginning in April 2016. The high 

number of approved applications was due in large part that the housing authority reached out to 

community stakeholders so that those households they served in need of safe, affordable housing would 

have an opportunity to receive a Section 8 voucher.  

In addition every Monday morning the Department of Social Services (DSS) meets with homeless 

housing providers to review progress housing households and how DSS can low barriers to housing and 

services. 

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of 

homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with 

children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness. 

The CoC reallocated funds to create 8 new permanent supportive housing apartments for chronically 

homeless individuals. As of January 1, 2016 no chronically homeless individuals are living on the streets. 

In addition the CoC partnered with the Cayuga County DSS in writing a successful application to receive 

$73,000 annually over 5 years in NYS Solutions to End Homelessness Program funding to rapidly re-

house homeless single men and women. The funding has reduced the amount of time homeless 
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individuals reside in emergency shelter or motels paid for by DSS. The CoC formed a committee to End 

Veteran Homelessness in Cayuga County. As of 1/20/16 three veteran households remain homeless. The 

Veteran’s Administration has provided VASH vouchers to eligible veteran households and Soldier On has 

help prevent veteran households from becoming homeless. Chapel House started the Transitional 

assistance Program to provide transitional housing and supports for 16 homeless single men and 

women. The Auburn Housing Authority Development Corporation began construction on a 28 unit new 

housing complex (14 three bedroom, 10 two bedroom and 4 one bedroom) in October 2015 for 

homeless families with children and a community center to provide onsite supportive services. The 

project will be completed and operation by January 1, 2017. CSCAA has a transitional supportive housing 

Young Adult program for homeless youth ages 18-25 years of age that provides supportive services and 

stability for homeless youth. 

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in 

determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards for and evaluate 

outcomes of projects and activities assisted by ESG funds, and develop funding, policies and 

procedures for the operation and administration of HMIS 

The City contracts with the Rescue Mission to facilitate Homeless Task Force Meetings, and provide 

technical support and grant writing for Continuum of Care (CoC) funding. The City of Auburn/ Cayuga 

County Homeless Task Force contracts with CARES to administer HMIS. CARES is responsible for 

managing HMIS software licenses, training all users, developing, implementing and enforcing security 

policies and data quality standards, and providing data reports to the City of Auburn/ Cayuga County 

Homeless Task Force. All agencies that are users of the HMIS system pay a user fee to CARES. Regional 

Policies and Procedures govern all the CoCs that partner with CARES. Two representatives from each 

CoC sit on an advisory board that reviews and makes changes. The City does not receive ESG funds. 

 

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process 

and describe the jurisdiction’s consultations with housing, social service agencies and other 

entities 
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Table 3 – Agencies, groups, organizations who participated 

1 Agency/Group/Organization ARISE 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities 

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Persons with disabilities 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

Invited to all public meetings and hearings, survey was distributed to arise 

via email, as well as a sit down meeting focus group meeting. 

2 Agency/Group/Organization City of Auburn/Cayuga County Homeless Task Force 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless 

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless 

Homeless Needs - Families with children 

Homelessness Needs - Veterans 

Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth 

Homelessness Strategy 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

Presented at the Task Force Meeting and had a discussion session for 

comments. Surveys were also distributed. 

3 Agency/Group/Organization Auburn Housing Authority 

Agency/Group/Organization Type PHA 

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Public Housing Needs 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

A meeting was held to discuss the needs of the housing authority and the  

public houses complexes. We also presented at a Community Network 

Meeting held at Brogan Manor, one of the complexes owned by the Housing 

Authority. Surveys were also distributed. 



 Annual Action Plan 
2016 

10 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

4 Agency/Group/Organization HOME HEADQUARTERS 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

A meeting was held to discuss the housing needs of the community and how 

to program to best meet those needs. 

5 Agency/Group/Organization Homsite Fund, Inc. 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

A meeting was held to discuss the housing needs of the community and how 

to best program to meet those needs. 

6 Agency/Group/Organization Orchard Street Neighborhood Association 

Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing 

Services - Housing 

Services-Children 

Services-Elderly Persons 

Services-Persons with Disabilities 

Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS 

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence 

Services-homeless 

Services-Health 

Services-Education 

Services-Employment 

Service-Fair Housing 

Other government - Local 
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What section of the Plan was addressed by Consultation? Housing Need Assessment 

Briefly describe how the Agency/Group/Organization was 

consulted. What are the anticipated outcomes of the 

consultation or areas for improved coordination? 

Present at the fall meeting of the Orchard Street Neighborhood Association 

meeting where we announced our public meetings and invited people to 

attend. We also gave attendees a chance to speak about CDBG and the 

needs of the community. 

 

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting 

The City consulted a majority of local agencies, and did not deliberately omit any from the process. 

 

 

Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan 

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals of each plan? 

Continuum of Care 
City of Auburn Homeless 

Task Force 
-Homeless 

City of Auburn 

Comprehenseive Plan 
City of Auburn 

-Revitalizing neighborhoods including protecting the quality of existing 

neighborhoods and protecting neighborhood characteristics.-Shaping business 

growth across Auburn-Create a walkable community-Re-engage the Owasco River 

Owasco Riverfront Plan City of Auburn -Re-engage the Owasco River 

Brownfield Redevelopment 

Plan 
City of Auburn -Identifying vacant or underutilized properties for redevelopment 

Community Indicators 

Project 

United Way Cayuga 

County 
-Community Data 

Orchard Street 

Neighborhood Plan 
Home Headquarters -Neighborhood revitalization in census tract 421 (fka 419) 



 Annual Action Plan 
2016 

12 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with the goals of each plan? 

Cayuga Economic 

Development Agency 

Strategic Plan 

Cayuga Economic 

Development Agency 
-Economic Development 

10 Year Plan to End 

Homelessness 

City of Auburn/Cayuga 

County Homeless Task 

Force 

-Homelessness-Public Services 

Analysis of Impediments to 

Fair Housing 
City of Auburn -Fair Housing 

Cayuga County Employment 

Plan 

Cayuga County 

Department of Social 

Services 

-Homeless 

Cayuga County Local 

Services Plan 

Cayuga County Mental 

Health 
-Special needs and facilities 

HealtheCNY 
Cayuga Community Health 

Network 
-Data regarding the community 

Parks Master Plan City of Auburn -Plan for the City Parks 

Table 4 – Other local / regional / federal planning efforts 
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AP-12 Participation – 91.105, 91.200(c) 

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation 
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting  
 
Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Sort  
Order 

Mode of  
Outreach 

Target of  
Outreach 

Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of  
comments  

received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted and reasons 

URL (If applicable) 



15 OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

Sort 
Order 

Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of 
Outreach 

Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of 
comments 

received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted and reasons 

URL (If applicable) 

1 Public Survey 
Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

202 

-More 
connectivity 
between 
activities

-Rent & 

Mortgage 
Assistance

-Progressive & 
creative sub. 
abuse programs

-More law 
enforcement

-More 
homeless 
shelters

-Urban Forestry

-More support 

for child & 
family 
programs

-Sidewalks that 
are walkable

-Street clean 
ups

-Increase 
awareness 
about what 
programs are 
avilable 

-Appropriate 

enforcement 

All comments were 

considered 

http://www.auburnny.

gov/Public_Documents

/index 
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Sort 
Order 

Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of 
Outreach 

Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of 
comments 

received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted and reasons 

URL (If applicable) 

2 
Public 

Meeting 

Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

15 

-Wall Street 
Playground 
needs 
improvements

-handicap 
accessibility 
and walkability 
with sidewalks

-Dunn and 
McCarthy Area 
is in need of 
improvements

-Landlord 
tenant 
trainings

-Networking 
among 
agencies

-Section 3 and 
WBE and MBE 
trainings for 
small 
businesses

-Clifford Park 
improvements

-Farmer's 
Market

All comments were 

considered. 
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Sort 
Order 

Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of 
Outreach 

Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of 
comments 

received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted and reasons 

URL (If applicable) 

3 Public Hearing 

Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

5 

-Home Repair 
loan fund 
needs shorter 
terms for loans 
and limited 
work scopes for 

projects

-Need for 

public health 

and community 
wellness

-Sherwood Park 
improvements

-Housing 
handbooks

-Transportation 
for seniors and 
disabled

-Summer 
recreation 
program for 
youth

All comments were 

considered. 

4 Focus Group 
Homeless Task 

Force members 
23 

No comments were 

received at this time. 

Attendees did fill out 

surveys. 
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Sort 
Order 

Mode of 
Outreach 

Target of 
Outreach 

Summary of  
response/attendance 

Summary of 
comments 

received 

Summary of comments 
not accepted and reasons 

URL (If applicable) 

5 Focus Group 
Communtiy 

Network Meting 

No comments were 

received at this time. 

Attendees did fill out 

surveys. 

6 Public Hearing 

Non-

targeted/broad 

community 

Partnership between 

Homsite and City of 

Auburn strengthened. 

Table 5 – Citizen Participation Outreach 
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Expected Resources 

AP-15 Expected Resources – 91.220(c) (1, 2) 

Introduction 

Priority Table 

Program Source 
of 

Funds 

Uses of Funds Expected Amount Available Year 1 Expected 
Amount 
Available 
Reminder 
of ConPlan 

$ 

Narrative Description 
Annual 

Allocation: 
$ 

Program 
Income: 

$ 

Prior Year 
Resources: 

$ 

Total: 
$ 

CDBG public - 

federal 

Acquisition 

Admin and 

Planning 

Economic 

Development 

Housing 

Public 

Improvements 

Public Services 828,921 180,275 83,659 1,092,855 2,933,430 

The City is anticipating being allocated 

$828,921 for the 2016-2017 Program 

Year. There is $180,275 program income 

expected for the 2016-2017 program 

year. Program Income was estimated 

through 2019 and this year's allocation 

amount was used to calculate the 

expected amount available throughout 

the Consolidated Plan. 

Continuum 

of Care 

public - 

federal 

Other 

294,763 0 0 294,763 884,289 

The amount expected for the remainder 

of the Consolidated Plan is estimated by 

multiplying this year's grant by the 

remaining three years in the 

Consolidated Plan. This is assuming that 

funding levels remain the same. 

Table 6 - Expected Resources – Priority Table 
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Explain how federal funds will leverage those additional resources (private, state and local funds), including a description of how 

matching requirements will be satisfied 

Housing 

The City of Auburn will continue to partner with Homsite Fund, Inc. and Home Headquarters.  The following resources will be available to 

leverage the City’s Home Repair Assistance Program and Special Development Projects: 

 RESTORE – Average of $2,300 per case for emergency home improvement repairs (furnace, hot water tank, flooring, plumbing,

etc).  Currently have a $25,000 grant that ends July 2016.  Anticipating a $50,000 grant which could serve 20 households in the County.

 AHC Home Improvement – Contact signed July 2015.  The total contract is $500,000 over a two year timeframe.  The plan is to max the

funds per unit at $10,000, with half of the funds expended in the first year.  All funds need to be deployed by June of 2017.

Homsite and Home Headquarters will also be making applications as outlined below.  The following awards were applied for but have no status 

updates at the time of this Action Plan. 

 AHC Home Improvement – The total application request is $900,000.  This would likely be awarded in 2016 (end of the calendar

year).  The plan would be to deploy $300,000 in Cayuga County over a 2 year period, the majority of which would be deployed in the City

in order to use CDBG for the match.  This would provide $10,000 per case.

 AHC Acquisition Rehab – This funding would be utilized to substantially rehabilitate 7 vacant/deteriorating properties in the City of

Auburn.  The total application request will be $245,000, utilizing funds from the City of Auburn CDBG to leverage the project.

In addition, Home HeadQuarters, as a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) has lending capital, through a Revolving Loan Fund, 

available to lend in Cayuga County (Auburn).  At this point, with limited marketing, Home HeadQuarters typically serves 10 homeowners a year 

in the City specifically with these funds, with capital of up to $10,000-15,000 per property.  There are no upper income limits; these funds are 

typically for those who have limited equity in their homes, so qualifying with a traditional lender is challenging.  The homeowner needs to have 

the ability to pay back the loan.  The Interest rate is 3.99%, and term is 7 years.  HHQ is the only CDFI in Cayuga County.     
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Public Improvements 

The City of Auburn secured a grant through the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) Transportation Enhancement Program (TEP) in the 

amount of $1,322,000 for the first phase construction of the Owasco River Greenway Trail.  The City of Auburn CDBG Program would provide 

match in the amount of $330,000 during the 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 Action Plans. In addition to the grant secured for the first phase 

construction of the Owasco River Greenway Trail, The City of Auburn has received $35,000 of funding for a city wide Parks Master Plan which is 

currently underway.  

If appropriate, describe publically owned land or property located within the jurisdiction that may be used to address the needs 

identified in the plan 

The City of Auburn was awarded $1,322,000 dollars in funding assistance from the New York State Department of Transportation Enhancement 

Program and will receive $330,000 in support from US HUD CDBG entitlement funds to construct a 2.1 mile multi-modal segment of the Owasco 

River Greenway Trail. The construction of a 2.1 mile trail segment is the commencement of a 12 mile shared use trail system that extends from 

trailhead, Wadsworth Park in the northwest quadrant of the City southward along the Owasco River to Emerson Park at Owasco Lake. The trail 

consists of 14 major and minor trail nodes sited along the trail route for parking, seating, overlooks of the river, picnic facilities, interpretive and 

directional signage, trash receptacles etc . The off-road portion of the trail is located on publically owned property and will be constructed for 

continued connectivity and to allow trail users to get closer to the Owasco River. 

The purpose and goal of the Owasco River Greenway Trail is to augment the existing non-motorized transportation system that connects the 

City's low-to-moderate income residential neighborhoods to Auburn’s Central Business District, employment centers and recreational 

opportunities. The 2.1 mile downtown trail segment is entirely located within Census Tracts 417 and 421 which are US HUD CDBG designated 

low-to-moderate income neighborhoods. Expanding the City’s multi-modal system within these census tracts will allow for safe, reliable, 

affordable and alternative transportation choices to the motor vehicle. The trail will provide much needed designated pedestrian and cycling 

connections from homes and places of business and services. 

In addition to the Owasco Greenway Trail the City of Auburn is committed to providing quality recreational opportunities and greenspaces 

within neighborhoods. Neighborhood parks are key to quality of life within a City; therefore public park improvements will include an 
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assessment of the park including historical usage and community involvement. Playground and park improvements will be focused in US HUD 

CDBG designated low to moderate income areas. For the 5 Year Consolidated Plan the following public parks and playgrounds, located in the 

corresponding Census Tracts, will be improved: 

Columbian Park- Census Tract 418 

St. Francis Park- Census Tract 421 

Owasco Riverfront Trail- Census Tract 417 

Discussion 

The estimated resources are as accurate as possible.  These numbers may fluctuate if more loans are given out which would increase program 

income or if loans are paid off early.  It is also assuming that our entitlement amount remains the same over 5 years which we understand may 

increase or decrease as well. The funding for goals may need to be adjusted in future action plans as we go through the community participation 

and action plan processes and see what the priority needs are each year. 



Annual Action Plan 
2016 

23 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

Annual Goals and Objectives 

AP-20 Annual Goals and Objectives - 91.420, 91.220(c)(3)&(e) 

Goals Summary Information  

Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs 
Addressed 

Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

1 Residential Rehab 2015 2019 Affordable 

Housing 

Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 

Affordable 

Housing 

CDBG: 

$78,000 

Homeowner Housing 

Rehabilitated: 17 Household 

Housing Unit 
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Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs 
Addressed 

Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

2 Direct Financial 

Assistance to 

Homebuyers 

2015 2019 Affordable 

Housing 

Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 

CDBG: 

$18,000 

Direct Financial Assistance to 

Homebuyers: 6 Households 

Assisted 

3 Public Services 2015 2019 Non-Housing 

Community 

Development 

Public Services CDBG: 

$116,000 

Public service activities other than 

Low/Moderate Income Housing 

Benefit: 1300 Persons Assisted 

Homelessness Prevention: 200 

Persons Assisted 
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Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs 
Addressed 

Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

4 Homelessness 

Prevention 

2015 2019 Homeless Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 

Homeless Continuum of 

Care: 

$294,763 

Homelessness Prevention: 48 

Persons Assisted 

5 Public Facilities 2015 2019 Non-Housing 

Community 

Development 

CDBG: 

$362,078 

Public Facility or Infrastructure 

Activities other than 

Low/Moderate Income Housing 

Benefit: 1670 Persons Assisted 

6 Clearance 2015 2019 Community 

Development 

CDBG: 

$150,543 

Public Facility or Infrastructure 

Activities other than 

Low/Moderate Income Housing 

Benefit: 495 Persons Assisted 

Buildings Demolished: 3 Buildings 

7 Public 

Infrastructure 

2015 2019 Non-Housing 

Community 

Development 

CDBG: 

$186,974 

Public Facility or Infrastructure 

Activities other than 

Low/Moderate Income Housing 

Benefit: 495 Persons Assisted 
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Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs 
Addressed 

Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

8 Business Lending 2015 2019 Non-Housing 

Community 

Development 

    CDBG: 

$1,363,268 

Jobs created/retained: 5 Jobs 

9 Substantial Rehab 2015 2019 Affordable 

Housing 

Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 
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Sort 
Order 

Goal Name Start 
Year 

End 
Year 

Category Geographic 
Area 

Needs 
Addressed 

Funding Goal Outcome Indicator 

10 Special 

Development 

2015 2019 Affordable 

Housing 

Economic 

Development 

Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 

Economic 

Development 

Affordable 

Housing 

CDBG: 

$26,937 

  

11 Section 108 

Repayment 

2015 2019 Non-Housing 

Community 

Development 

Census Tract 

421 

Census Tract 

418 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 4 

Census Tract 

413, Block 

Group 1 

Census Tract 

417, Block 

Group 1 

  CDBG: 

$185,000 

Other: 0 Other 

12 Administration 2015 2019 Administration     CDBG: 

$151,000 

Other: 0 Other 
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Table 7 – Goals Summary 

 

Goal Descriptions 

 

1 Goal Name Residential Rehab 

Goal 

Description 

Residential Rehab includes the Home Access Program, which serves low to moderate income persons; Housing 

Program Delivery; and Home Access Program, serving low to moderate income individuals with a disability. Funds for the 

Home Repair Assistance Program are coming from the revolving loan fund and prior entitlement funds and are not reflected 

in the funding chart as it is not current entitlement money.  These programs are available city wide for households that 

meet HUD’s low to moderate income guidelines. 

2 Goal Name Direct Financial Assistance to Homebuyers 

Goal 

Description 

Assists first-time homebuyers in the City of Auburn with down payment or closing costs. This program is operated on an 

individual's or family’s income and assists low to moderate income persons City wide. 

3 Goal Name Public Services 

Goal 

Description 

Public Services for low to moderate income households in the City of Auburn. Public Services take place City-wide. 

4 Goal Name Homelessness Prevention 

Goal 

Description 

The creation of homeless beds funded through the City of Auburn Continuum of Care and includes permanent housing 

projects that serve chronically homeless and supportive housing programs to serve individuals and families that are 

homeless. Programs assist low to moderate income persons City-wide. 

5 Goal Name Public Facilities 

Goal 

Description 

Includes improvements and new construction of parks, trails and playgrounds. 
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6 Goal Name Clearance 

Goal 

Description 

Includes improvements and new construction of parks, trails and playgrounds. 

7 Goal Name Public Infrastructure 

Goal 

Description 

Public infrastructure improvements, such as sidewalks, to low to moderate income neighborhoods. 

8 Goal Name Business Lending 

Goal 

Description 

The small business assistance program provides "gap" financing to small businesses in the City of Auburn that will create 

and/or retain jobs for low to moderate income persons. Funding will be allocated through 2014 CDBG funds and Revolving 

Loan Funds. Allocated funds are also for program delivery. This program assists businesses City-wide. 

9 Goal Name Substantial Rehab 

Goal 

Description 

Substantial rehab of units for low to moderate income households that revitalizes a neighborhood.  All target areas are 

included but it is important to note that this is a direct benefit priority so it can take place city-wide provided that the 

applicant meets the low to moderate income criteria. 

 No entitlement or program income has been allocated to substantial rehab as we have funding that has been allocated in 

previous years to this goal that has not yet been spent down. 
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10 Goal Name Special Development 

Goal 

Description 

The Special Development Projects line is similar in scope and scale to the HUD 108 Loan programs, in that the funding can 

provide for fixed asset financing of larger economic development projects that anticipate significant low and moderate 

income job creation and/or retention, or larger housing projects. These funds, used to leverage private financing, will be 

used for loans and low-interest financing or equity injection where there is at least an equal amount of private funds for the 

project(s). Maximum loan amounts will be determined by the scope of the project and the amount and/or type of collateral 

available. 

Activities that will utilize Special Development Program funding for targeted infrastructure and economic development 

initiatives within the downtown area will be reviewed by OPED staff with regard to compliance with the City’s 

Comprehensive Plan and, additionally, for compliance with HUD requirements. 

 All target areas are included but since applicants must qualify as low to moderate income, the goal can take place city-wide. 

11 Goal Name Section 108 Repayment 

Goal 

Description 

Section 108 repayment. A "0" is entered under other for Goal Outcome Indicator as this is non-applicable since it is the 

repayment of the City of Auburn's Section 108 loan.  

 Please note that all target areas were included but that this is actually not applicable as it is a loan repayment. 

12 Goal Name Administration 

Goal 

Description 

Administration costs for the CDBG program, the Homeless Task Force, Human Service Coalition, CNY Fair Housing and 

Community Health Network. A "0" is entered under Other for Goal Outcome Indicator as this is not applicable for 

Administration. Please note that all target areas are included but is also city-wide as administration also involves overseeing 

projects that are direct benefit based. 

Table 8 – Goal Descriptions 

Estimate the number of extremely low-income, low-income, and moderate-income families to whom the jurisdiction will provide 

affordable housing as defined by HOME 91.215(b): 
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AP-35 Projects – 91.220(d) 
Introduction 

The City of Auburn allocated its CDBG resources in a manner that addresses its identified housing and 
community development needs. The projects and programs selected for funding over the upcoming 
program year are ranked according to project number followed by the project’s name and needs that 
are address. Funding for each program is also identified in the following table. 

Table 8 – Project Information 
# Project Name 
1 Home Repair Assistance Program 
2 Mortgage Assistance Program 
3 Home Access Program 
4 Public Services 
5 Homelessness Prevention 
6 Park and Playground Improvements 
7 Distressed Property Program 
8 Sidewalk Replacement Program 
9 Economic Development 

10 Special Development Projects 
11 Section 108 Repayment 
12 Administration 

Describe the reasons for allocation priorities and any obstacles to addressing underserved 
needs 

The Office of Planning and Economic Development considered all public comments submitted during the 
public hearings, meetings, surveys, and public comment period. The above priorities are a result of the 
public participation process for the PY 2016 Annual Action Plan and are meant to meet the community’s 
needs. The greatest obstacle to meeting all of the community’s underserved needs continues to be 
limited financial resources with which to finance programs and projects. 
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Projects 

AP-38 Projects Summary 
Project Summary Information 

Table 9 – Project  Summary 
1 Project

Name 
Home Repair Assistance Program 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Residential Rehab 

Needs 
Addressed 

Affordable Housing 

Funding CDBG: $56,185 
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Description The HRAP will continue to focus on the rehabilitation of existing housing stock for 
occupancy by low and moderate income persons. The program has been re-
evaluated on how to best assist our low to moderate income homeowners in the City 
and improve our neighborhoods and housing stock.  The changes will reduce the 
amount of assistance per project to assist more property owners, address urgent 
needs to reduce deferrals because of job scope, create a sliding scale for payback and 
create a revolving loan program with a CBDO (Homsite). The program will address 
“urgent” repair matters such as roof repair/replacement, furnaces, sewer/water 
lines, electrical/plumbing, accessibility modifications, and health and safety matters. 
Other priorities of the program will be exterior improvements for city beautification, 
energy efficiency (partner with the Weatherization program at Cayuga-Seneca 
Community Action  Agency when possible), and partner with Healthy Neighborhoods 
and Lead Education at the County Health Department regarding lead abatement in 
homes with children under 6. The City will be certifying Homsite as a CBDO, which 
will allow Homsite to manage the revolving loan fund. Homsite would continue to 
use the revolving loan fund to make additional loans meeting the same criteria. 
Approach on terms, conditions: 

• Max amount of assistance - $20,000 (opportunities to go over on a case-by-
case basis with approval from City)

• Sliding scale for a payback based on income
• Interest rate of 3.99% with a term of 7 years (10 years if needed to make

payments affordable)
• Intake process remains the same – pay stubs, tax returns, bank statements

(for other Homsite funds), deed, homeowners insurance, current on
taxes/water

• customer’s risk rating (to be done by HHQ staff)
• Eliminate abstract update
• Note and Mortgage for full amount of assistance
• Deferred portion becomes payable if homeowner moves within compliance

period
• Utilize HHQ staff to service the loans

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

The program will provide low interest loans to 10 units of low - moderate income 
occupants.  

Location 
Description 

All target areas are included but this can take place anywhere in the city provided 
that the applicant meet the low to moderate income guidelines as this is a direct 
benefit activity. 

Planned 
Activities 

None at this time. Applications are reviewed upon submittal. 

2 Project 
Name 

Mortgage Assistance Program 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Direct Financial Assistance to Homebuyers 

Needs 
Addressed 

Affordable Housing 

Funding CDBG: $18,000 

Description The MAP will be used to assist first-time homebuyers with a grant of $3,000 for down 
payment and closing cost assistance for income qualified, first-time homebuyers of 
an owner-occupied single-family, two-family, or three-family home. Participants must 
have gone through a certified homebuyers class or training and provide a certificate 
of completion. This program will benefit 6 households. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Six low to moderate income households will benefit from the proposed activities. 

Location 
Description 

All target areas are included but this can take place anywhere in the city provided 
that the applicant meet the low to moderate income guidelines as this is a direct 
benefit activity. 

Planned 
Activities 

3 Project 
Name 

Home Access Program 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Residential Rehab 

Needs 
Addressed 

Affordable Housing 

Funding CDBG: 20,000 

Description The Home Access Program provides ramps and/or accessibility modifications for 
physically disabled low and moderate income persons living in the City of Auburn. 
The City of Auburn will contract with the local Independent Living Center, ARISE, as a 
Sub recipient to implement the HAP. This program will benefit 7 units. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Seven low to moderate income households will benefit from the activities. 

Location 
Description 

This is a direct benefit activity so it can take place anywhere within the City of Auburn 
provided that applicants meet the low to moderate income guidelines. 

Planned 
Activities 

None at this time. Access structures are completed on an as need basis for low to 
moderate income persons. 

4 Project 
Name 

Public Services 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Public Services 

Homeless Prevention 

Needs 
Addressed 

Affordable Housing 
Community Development 

Non-Housing 

Funding $116,000 

Description Public Service Agency Programs are designed to serve low to moderate income 
persons in the City of Auburn. Activities are City-wide. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Low to moderate income families will benefit from the proposed 
activities. Approximately 1,500 individuals will benefit from public service programs. 

Location 
Description 

City-wide 
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Planned 
Activities 

AURORA of CNY – Outreach to Seniors with Vision/Hearing Loss $9,000. Funding was 
requested to provide 1:1 counseling to seniors with hearing and vision loss so that 
they can remain independent in their homes. The program will assist 10 persons 

Boyle Senior Center – Senior Center Programming $10,000. This funding is used to 
provide health and social/recreational programming to seniors who live at the Boyle 
Center and within the community to decrease the rates of isolation and depression. 
Program will assist 200 persons. 

Calvary Food Pantry – General Support for the Purchase of Food $10,000. Funds were 
requested for the purchase of nonperishable food items for the Pantry’s regular food 
basket give away. Program will assist 600 persons. 

Cayuga Counseling Services – Children’s Crisis Services Initiative $14,000. Assist 
families with children between the ages of 5-18 years of age who have risk factors for 
out of home placement because of their emotional and/or behavioral difficulties. 
Program will assist 45 youth. 

Cayuga/Seneca Community Action Agency – Homeless Intervention Program 
$8,000. This program is for the intervention of families and individuals who may find 
themselves homeless. Funds are used to pay first month’s rent and/or security 
deposit or motel stay if they are homeless. Program will assist 15 persons. 

Freedom Recreational Services – Freedom Camp $7,500. Funding will support a 
summer day camp experience for special needs youth between the ages of 4-21 
years of age who reside in the City of Auburn. Approximately 80 campers. 

Legal Aid of Mid-NY – Legal Services for Victims of Domestic Violence 
$10,000. Funding for this program serves women who are victims of domestic 
violence and are in need of legal assistance and representation. 10 individuals. 

Rescue Mission - Family Transitions Program $18,000. The program will provide 
transitional and permanent housing and ongoing case management to homeless 
families. Program will assist about 100 individuals. 

Chapel House Homeless Prevention and Assistance- Program will provide case 
management for homeless men being placed in permanent housing. Approximately 
25 individuals will receive these services. 

Transportation of Cayuga County- SCAT Van $9,000. Funding is for the SCAT Van 
which provides transportation to seniors and disabled individuals. Approximately 80 
persons. 

Booker T. Washington- Summer Youth Program $7,500. Funding will support a 
summer youth program for low to moderate income youth 5 to 12 years old. 
Approximately 75 youth. 
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5 Project
Name 

Homelessness Prevention 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Homelessness Prevention 

Needs 
Addressed 

Homeless 

Funding Continuum of Care: $294,763 

Description The creation of homeless beds is funded through the City of Auburn Continuum of 
Care and includes permanent housing projects to serve individuals and families that 
are homeless. This project is reported in HMIS, not IDIS. Although target areas are 
checked, this project is direct benefit based so it occurs on a city-wide basis. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 

Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Approximately 40 individuals will benefit from the proposed funding. 

Location 
Description 

 City Wide 

Planned 
Activities 

Creation of homeless beds through programs administered by Arise, Cayuga Seneca 
Community Action Agency, Chapel House, and Auburn Housing Authority. 

6 Project 
Name 

Park and Playground Improvements 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 
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Goals 
Supported 

Public Facilities 

Needs 
Addressed 

Non-Housing Community Development 

Funding CDBG: $128,921 

Description Neighborhood parks are vital to a City’s quality of life and the City of Auburn is 
committed to providing quality green spaces within City neighborhoods. The City has 
funded a Parks Master Plan which will be completed in June 2016. The Office of 
Planning and Economic Development in coordination with the Department of Public 
Works and the Department of Engineering Services will work together to complete 
park and playground improvements or to create a new park specific to the 
neighborhood needs and priorities. Depending on the park or playground, 
improvements may include the installation of new playground equipment, replacing 
broken or unsafe equipment, rehabbing sports courts, and installing lighting, 
pathways, landscaping, etc. The parks and playgrounds targeted for improvements 
are located in low to moderate income neighborhoods. The Consolidated Plan 
established a general priority list based on Census Tracts.  The City intends to address 
the following parks and playgrounds during this Action Plan: Columbian Playground, 
Saint Francis Park and Playground, The Owasco River Greenway Trail Project 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 

Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Park and Playground improvements will be completed in low to moderate income 
area neighborhoods and will benefit approximately 2,250 persons. 

Location 
Description 

City wide 

Planned 
Activities 

Columbian Playground 

Saint Francis Park 

The Owasco River Greenway Trail Project 
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7 Project
Name 

Distressed Property Program 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Census Tract 415, Block Group 4 

Census Tract 413, Block Group 4, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Clearance 

Residential Rehab 

Needs 
Addressed 

Community Development 

Affordable Housing 

Funding CDBG: $50,000 
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Description The Office of Planning and Economic Development will provide more funding for 
clearance activities, in response to the need expressed in the community for more 
demolitions.  In particular, the Mayor and City Councilors are referencing the need to 
address substandard and significantly deteriorated housing that are a blight on the 
City’s neighborhoods.  In his inaugural speech on January 1, 2016, Mayor Quill 
outlined housing as one of three major focus areas for the City to address. In 
addition, there has been significant development of new or rehabilitated housing 
units in the community within the last approximately 5 years.  For affordable housing 
(ie. Housing that is available to low or moderate income tenants), the SE Payne 
Cornerstone Project rehabilitated or constructed 35 new units of housing, replacing 
deteriorated units and slightly reducing the density in the Orchard Street 
neighborhood.  There is an additional 50 units of affordable housing that is being 
developed in the former West Middle School as part of an adaptive re-use project, 
which units will also be available to special populations.  Middle income seniors now 
have the option of a market-rate housing facility, 110 units located close to many 
services in the community.  High-end flats, lofts and upper-story residential units 
(approximately 75 units) have been developed in the downtown area to provide 
housing options for young professionals, young families and baby boomers. With 
these multiple options available in the community across diverse income ranges, the 
City should look to reduce density of units, especially in some of our older, more 
dense neighborhoods where there are significant issues of blight and deterioration. 

The Distressed Property Program will identify underutilized property in areas 
targeted for revitalization. The current target area is Census Tract 418, Census Tract 
421 and areas adjacent. Combined with Housing Special Development Project 
funding and Home Repair Assistance Program funds, this fund will allow for the 
substantial rehabilitation and/or the demolition of housing that is deteriorating a 
neighborhood and that if not for this program the neighborhood could be faced with 
declining assessed values and depressed self-image. When appropriate the City of 
Auburn will work with Home HeadQuarters, Homesite, and/or the City's Department 
of Engineering Services to implement this program. The City has identified five sites, 
approximately 26 acres, in low to moderate income area Census Tracts 421, 413, and 
417 that would benefit from Brownfield Cleanup funding. Identified sites were in the 
EPA Brownfields Assessment Program and have undergone Phase I and Phase II 
Environmental Site Assessments. Redevelopment Plans have been prepared for most 
of these sites. This funding is anticipated to be used from the City's healthy Revolving 
Loan Fund balance. Sites include City owned properties 55 Washington Street, 144 
Clark Street, 1-15 Pulaski Street, 9 Owasco Street and privately owned (non-profit) 16 
South Street 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

These activities would take place in low to moderate income areas and benefit low to 
moderate income families in the City of Auburn.  

Location 
Description 

The City has identified five sites, approximately 26 acres, in low to moderate income 
area Census Tracts 421, 413, and 417 that would benefit from Brownfield Cleanup 
funding. Identified sites were in the EPA Brownfields Assessment Program and have 
undergone Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments. Redevelopment 
Plans have been prepared for most of these sites. This funding is anticipated to be 
used from the City's healthy Revolving Loan Fund balance. Sites include City owned 
properties 55 Washington Street, 144 Clark Street, 1-15 Pulaski Street, 9 Owasco 
Street and privately owned (non-profit) 16 South Street. The target areas areas are 
where we plan to concentrate our efforts but if there is a neighborhood safety issue, 
any location is eligible provided it is in a low to moderate income block group. 

Other sites selected will be deteriorated housing in low to moderate income block 
groups as well as areas that we deem blighted. 

Planned 
Activities 

If the revolving loan funds are approved for the use of brownfield sites, cleanup 
activities for redevelopment of the Owasco Riverfront trail as well as the 
redevelopment of the Schines Theater will move forward.  

8 Project 
Name 

Sidewalk Replacement Program 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 413, Block Group 4, Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Public Infrastructure 

Needs 
Addressed 

Non-Housing Community Development 

Funding CDBG: $186,974 



Annual Action Plan 
2016 

44 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

Description The City of Auburn will continue to implement a sidewalk replacement program in 
income eligible neighborhoods. The purpose of this program is to ensure that all 
residents, regardless of their ability, are provided with a safe and accessible 
pedestrian network of sidewalks within the City. In consultation with the City's 
Department of Engineering Services, sidewalks that are in poor condition will be 
replaced in the areas identified. All sidewalks will be reviewed and replaced on a 
comprehensive manner to ensure an interconnected network of sidewalks.  The 
Consolidated Plan outlines Census Tract priorities for public infrastructure including 
sidewalk replacement. As part of 2015 Action Plan, it is the City's intent to continue 
following those priorities and address areas within Census Tract 413 in eligible block 
group areas.  It is the City’s intent to do sidewalk improvements on both sides of 
North Division Street from Aurelius  Ave  past Casey Park provided that an income 
survey of the service area proves that the service area is comprised of 51% or greater 
low to moderate income residents. If this is not proven, sidewalk improvements will 
only take place in the areas of North Division Street that are eligible according to ASC 
income data for block groups.  Work will then continue in income eligible streets in 
Census Tract 413 such as Perrine, Union, Grant, Pulaski, Cottage, and Seymour.  Work 
will not take necessarily take place in the order that streets are listed. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 

Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Sidewalk replacement will take place in low to moderate income area neighborhoods 
and will benefit an estimated 455 persons. 

Location 
Description 

Sidewalk replacement will take place in Census Tract 413 in eligible block groups. If 
area is not in an eligible block group, a service area will be defined and a survey 
approved by HUD will be used to determine the low to mod percentage of the service 
area. 

Planned 
Activities 

Sidewalk replacement to create a walkable community. 

9 Project 
Name 

Economic Development 
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Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Business Lending 

Needs 
Addressed 

Economic Development 

Funding CDBG: $0 
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Description The Office of Planning and Economic Development continues to make available the 
Small Business Assistance Program to support new business development and 
business retention/expansion. The overall business assistance strategy requires a 
pool of flexible funding that can be used to meet the needs of larger economic 
development projects that may develop at any time. This is accomplished through 
the continuation of the Special Development Projects (described in a later 
section).The SBAP provides a revolving loan fund that utilizes the revolving loan fund 
income as an ongoing funding source. This program line capitalizes the program at 
the anticipated levels required for the coming program year. The funding allocation 
will utilize revolving loan fund income (as opposed to Entitlement Funding) for the 
capitalization. Repayments from this loan program will be put back into a revolving 
loan fund and utilized for economic development activities. The SBAP will continue to 
offer flexible gap financing to small businesses and developers. The City has 
successfully administered the SBAP for nearly 20 years and the program often plays a 
catalyst role in the business community. Working cooperatively with local lending 
institutions, the City supports economic activity that would otherwise not occur 
without SBAP subordinate lending. SBAP loans are used to create or retain jobs with 
a required focus on job creation for low and/or moderate income individuals. Loan 
funds may be used for permanent working capital, inventory, property acquisition, 
and/or the purchase of machinery and equipment. Application intake and 
underwriting for the SBAP is performed under the direction of the Office of Planning 
and Economic Development. Potential borrowers must provide a complete 
application and supporting documentation including financials. Underwriting is 
completed to review each application for credit-worthiness, sufficient cash flow, and 
collateral coverage. Analysis of the application is done to facilitate a 
recommendation to the SBAP loan committee for approval as is, modification or 
denial. Following approval, closing documents, including the promissory note, HUD 
commitments, personal guarantees, and collateral security documents which may 
include collateral mortgages or UCCs, are prepared. Appropriate actions are then 
taken to record security documents, as necessary and loan payment coupons for the 
repayment of the loan(s) are generated. The City of Auburn has continued 
discussions with Cayuga Economic Development Agency (CEDA), the local one-stop 
economic development agency for Cayuga County, regarding the delivery and 
administration of the SBAP.  The City anticipates a subrecipient agreement with CEDA 
during the 2015-2016 program year, continuing into the 2016-2017 program year, 
the scope of which would include the responsibilities as outlined above. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

This program will result in the retention and creation of new jobs for low to 
moderate income families. Estimated number of jobs is five during the 2016-2017 
Annual Action Plan. 

Location 
Description 

City wide 

Planned 
Activities 

None at this time 

10 Project 
Name 

Special Development Projects 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Business Lending 

Needs 
Addressed 

Affordable Housing 

Community Development 

Funding CDBG: $0 

Description Special Development Loan funding is through available Revolving Loan Fund (RLF). 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

None at this time. 

Location 
Description 

City Wide 

Planned 
Activities 

 None at this time. 

11 Project 
Name 

Section 108  Repayment 

Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Section 108 Repayment 

Needs 
Addressed 

Non-Housing Community Development 

Funding CDBG: $185,000 
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Description This allocation represents a mixture of anticipated revolving loan fund income 
(program revenue generated through the repayment of prior year project loans, 
mortgages and/or fees) and entitlement program funding (part of the annual grant 
award to the City from HUD). A portion of this, $185,000, is allocated to the City's 
108 Loan Repayment and the remaining portion of revolving loan fund income is 
allocated to Special Development Project loans. SDP: 108 Repayment- $185,000The 
City of Auburn borrowed $1,744,331 through a HUD Section 108 Loan allocation for 
comprehensive public improvements in the City's Downtown. This loan is to be 
repaid over 20 years at Treasury rates and is secured by future CDBG funds. This 
allocation is to provide for the loan payments during the program year. Projects 
related to the use of the funds were part of the Section 108 Loan application 
submitted to the Department of Housing and Urban Development, as identified in 
the Synthesis Auburn Downtown Design Study. If the full budget amount is not 
required for payment on the Section 108 loan during the 2015-2016 program year, 
remaining funds will be reprogrammed to an eligible activity. Since outcomes are not 
applicable a 0 was entered under other. Please note that all target areas were 
included but that this is actually not applicable as it is a loan repayment. 

Target 
Date 

3/31/2017 

Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

Not applicable. 

Location 
Description 

Not applicable. 

Planned 
Activities 

Not applicable. 

12 Project 
Name 

Administration 
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Target 
Area 

Census Tract 421 
Census Tract 418 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 
Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 
Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Goals 
Supported 

Administration 

Needs 
Addressed 

Administration/Planning 

Funding $151,000 

Description This budget allocation is used for the personnel and non-personnel costs associated 
with the administration of the CDBG Entitlement Program for the City of Auburn. The 
activities and staff functions covered under this allocation include: general 
administration; planning, including housing, economic development, public 
improvement, capital improvement, and neighborhood planning; performance 
reporting; fair housing and equal opportunity compliance and programming; the 
implementation of the public outreach and citizen participation for the 5 year 
Consolidated Plan planning process as well as the dissemination information and 
public participation needed to further the goals and objectives of Annual Action 
Plans. Additionally this allocation helps to cover costs associated with the Continuum 
of Care and other homeless services, as appropriate. All administration and planning 
activity costs are included within this line item. In addition to salary reimbursement 
for staff, this administration allocation also includes other costs related to the 
implementation of the CDBG program such as computer hardware/software, office 
supplies, support materials and staff training. The Human Services Coalition 
(coordinate the human service agencies), the Rescue Mission (lead of the Homeless 
Task Force and Continuum of Care), CNY Fair Housing (Fair Housing Activities), and 
Community Health Network (Fair Housing Activities) has also been funded through 
this budget line. 

Target 
Date 

 3/31/2017 
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Estimate 
the 
number 
and type of 
families 
that will 
benefit 
from the 
proposed 
activities 

 Not applicable. 

Location 
Description 

 Not applicable. 

Planned 
Activities 

 Planned activities for administration include administering the CDBG program 
including monitoring visits, monthly review of program reports and fiscal 
reimbursements, drawdowns, communication with agencies, RFP process, 
completing and executing contracts among other activities. Also funded through the 
administration budget is the Human Services Coalition, Homeless Task Force, CNY 
Fair Housing, and Community Health Network. 
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AP-50 Geographic Distribution – 91.220(f) 

Description of the geographic areas of the entitlement (including areas of low-income and 

minority concentration) where assistance will be directed  

Census Tract 421 is located on the western side of the City and is considered a financially distressed 

area. According to Census data there are 1,371 households in Census Tract 421 and of these households 

389 own a home while 982 rent. Census Tract block group 421-3 has 75.6% LMI and been the focus of 

neighborhood revitalization efforts since 2010. During the next five years improvements including parks 

and playground will take place in the St. Francis Street neighborhood of Census Tract 421. 

Census Tract 418 is located in the western side of the City and extends from Route 34 south to Clymer 

street and west to the edge of the City (before Bluefield Road). According to 2010 ACS data Census Tract 

Block groups 418-2, 418-4 and 418-5 range from 60%-88% LMI and encompass Genesee Elementary 

school, a free and reduced lunch school. Improvements in this census tract will focus on completing the 

Columbian Playground project with the installation of new landscaping. 

Census Tract 413 is located in the City's north west quadrant including North Street and west to North 

Division Street. The Census Tract includes Auburn Housing Authority's public housing complex Olympia 

Terrace and Auburn Housing Development Corporation's Brogan Manor. Casey Park school, a free and 

reduced lunch school, as well as Casey Park are included in this Census Tract. According to 2010 ACS 

data Census Tract Block group 413-4 is 66% LMI.  Sidewalk improvements will start in this census tract 

for PY 2016. 

Census Tract 414 is spans along North Street, east to North Fulton Street and south to Franklin Street. 

Included in this Census Tract is Seminary Park, which is in need of improvements for neighborhood 

residents.  

Census Tract 417 is located in the City's downtown and includes portions of the South Street Historic 

District, the Osborne Street neighborhood, downtown businesses, vacant and underutilized sites 

including identified brownfield sites and the Owasco Riverfront Trail. 

Census Tract 415-4 connects the arterial in the City to City’s downtown region.  It has a high poverty rate 

of 85.8% LMI. Blighted structures in need of clearance have been identified in this census block group. 

Geographic Distribution 

Target Area Percentage of Funds 

Census Tract 421 

Census Tract 418 
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Target Area Percentage of Funds 

Census Tract 413, Block Group 4 

Census Tract 413, Block Group 1 

Census Tract 417, Block Group 1 

Table 11 - Geographic Distribution 

Rationale for the priorities for allocating investments geographically 

The investment in Census Tract 421, 418, 413, 414, 417, and 415 are based on the LMI or Low to 

Moderate Income percentage in a given census tract. However, the activities proposed for funding in 

this Annual Action Plan have not been specifically distributed on a geographic percentage basis.  

The annual planning process gathered input from community members regarding housing, 

neighborhood improvements, including public facility and infrastructure improvements needed in 

specific neighborhoods. All comments were considered when prioritizing activities and improvements. 

Discussion 

As noted above, the activities proposed for funding in this Annual Action Plan have not been specifically 

distributed on a geographic percentage basis.  



Annual Action Plan 
2016 

54 

OMB Control No: 2506-0117  

Affordable Housing 

AP-55 Affordable Housing – 91.220(g) 

Introduction 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households to be Supported 

Homeless 0 

Non-Homeless 0 

Special-Needs 0 

Total 0 

Table 12 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Requirement 

One Year Goals for the Number of Households Supported Through 

Rental Assistance 94 

The Production of New Units 28 

Rehab of Existing Units 0 

Acquisition of Existing Units 0 

Total 122 

Table 13 - One Year Goals for Affordable Housing by Support Type 

Discussion 

The Auburn Housing Authority Development Corporation began construction on a 28 unit new housing 

complex (14 three bedroom, 10 two bedroom and 4 one bedroom) in October 2015 for homeless 

families with children and a community center to provide onsite supportive services. The project will be 

completed and operation by January 1, 2017. 

Our community receives $73,000 per year in New York State Solutions to End Homelessness money to 

rapidly re-house single men and woman and provide rental assistance. The City of Auburn, through 

CDBG Public Service, allocated $18,000 to the Rescue Mission to provide rental assistance to homeless 

families. The Cayuga Seneca Community Action Agency Transitional Assistance Program provides rental 

assistance to households that have experienced domestic violence. Our CoC receives money through the 

annual application for homeless assistance that funds a number of permanent supportive housing 

programs (Chapel House 8 units, CSCAA 4 units, ARISE 17 units, Auburn Housing Authority 5 units).  
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AP-60 Public Housing – 91.220(h) 

Introduction 

The Auburn Housing Authority is the primary provider of housing for low to moderate income 

households in the City of Auburn. However, the City will continue to work with Auburn Housing 

Authority in collaboration and leverage funding for improvements. 

Actions planned during the next year to address the needs to public housing 

Auburn Housing Authority will undertake a comprehensive physical needs assessment of the 188-unit 
Melone Village apartment complex. Melone Village was constructed in 1955 and 1961, and the interiors 
of all of the units are in need of substantial rehabilitation. Using the data from the physical needs 
assessment, the Housing Authority will request Public Housing Modernization Program funding from 
New York State Homes & Community Renewal.  Depending on the scope of the project Auburn Housing 
Authority may seek additional funding sources including CDBG.  

The Housing Authority also plans to install 5 new playgrounds at Melone Village with funding received 

via a Public Housing Modernization Drug Elimination Program award in 2015. Melone Village does not 

have any play areas to serve its 188 households at this time. 

The Housing Authority will continue to make improvements at the 50-unit Olympia Terrace apartment 

complex. The Housing Authority will use Capital Fund Program funding to replace roofs on all buildings. 

Actions to encourage public housing residents to become more involved in management and 

participate in homeownership 

Two of the seven seats on the Auburn Housing Authority’s Board are reserved for tenants residing in the 

Housing Authority’s public housing complexes. Tenants are elected every 2 years, both seats are 

currently occupied. Tenant commissioners play an integral role in policy formulation. Auburn Housing 

Authority has surveyed tenants regarding needed improvements at both public housing complexes, and 

the improvements that the Housing Authority plan to make directly reflect the priorities noted in the 

surveys, especially when it comes to lighting improvements and the removal of clothesline areas. While 

developing the Auburn Housing Authority’s Five-Year Plan, tenants are consulted for feedback, 

comments and/or concerns. 

Auburn Housing Authority works closely with Cayuga County Homsite and Home Headquarters to 

ensure that tenants are aware of their homeownership programs. Auburn Housing Authority frequently 

distributes marketing materials to their tenants, and have allowed Cayuga County Homsite and Home 

HeadQuarters to hold informational sessions/trainings on site. 
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If the PHA is designated as troubled, describe the manner in which financial assistance will be 

provided or other assistance  

The Auburn Housing Authority is not designated as trouble. 
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AP-65 Homeless and Other Special Needs Activities – 91.220(i) 

Introduction 

The Continuum of Care has prepared a Ten Year Plan to end homelessness. This plan contains goals, 

outreach methods and how to address emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of the 

homeless. The Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness can be accessed at the Office of Planning and 

Economic Development. 

The City of Auburn/ Cayuga County Homeless taskforce has identified Homeless Prevention as the 

number one priority. Great emphasis has been placed on stakeholders working together sharing 

information and limited resources to keep households in permanent housing.  

 Implementation of Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order to ensure no homeless household would

have to sleep outside in in climate weather began on January 5, 2016. Households sanctioned by

the Department of Social Services (DSS) were allowed to remain emergency housed. CoC has

received no reports of homeless persons seeking emergency shelter being denied since

executive order went into effect.

 The Auburn Housing Authority Development Corporation began construction on a 28 unit new

housing complex (14 three bedroom, 10 two bedroom and 4 one bedroom) for homeless

families with children and a community center to provide onsite supportive services. A homeless

coordinated assessment to reduce the duplication of services and create an easier pathway to

services and housing homeless persons. The project should be completed and operational by

January 1, 2016.

 Cayuga County Department of Social Services contracts with the emergency shelter, Chapel

House, and Auburn Rescue Mission in rapidly rehousing men, women and families. DSS meets

weekly with providers to measure progress assisting households find permanent housing and

employment.

 NYS OTDA (Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance) Solutions to End Homelessness will

rapidly rehouse homeless men and women including women from Domestic Violence shelters,

homeless shelters, motels and places unfit for human habitation.

 The City of Auburn/ Cayuga County Homeless Task Force will work to update the 10 Year Plan to

End Homelessness.

 Consider merger with Syracuse/Onondaga/Owego CoC
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Describe the jurisdictions one-year goals and actions for reducing and ending homelessness 

including 

Reaching out to homeless persons (especially unsheltered persons) and assessing their 

individual needs 

 The Auburn homeless outreach plan seeks to: 

 Identify those who are homeless;

 Build relationships with those who are homeless;

 Meet people’s basic needs such as food, clothing and shelter;

 Use outreach teams with knowledge of mental health and substance abuse issues and barriers

to housing. Former homeless individuals often participate as a member of the team;

 Be flexible and creative not only in terms of where, when and how outreach is conducted but

also in connecting households with needed services;

 Educate the community about homelessness and what can be done to end homelessness;

 Serve people who have difficulty accessing services such as the chronically homeless, individuals

struggling with unmanaged mental health and/or substance abuse issues;

 End homelessness one person at a time and integrate people back into the community.

 Chapel House, Auburn’s emergency men’s homeless shelter; Auburn Rescue Mission; Veteran’s 

Administration social workers and community volunteers conduct monthly Street outreach throughout 

the City of Auburn and when we receive reports of people living outside. A “Help Now” map, 

Community Services Directory and “211” is widely available listing housing resources and other basic 

needs. The 24 hour Veteran’s Call Center number has been a great resource for homeless veteran’s 

usually receiving assistance within 24 hours of a call. The Auburn Police Department works closely with 

the local emergency shelter and homeless taskforce when homeless individuals are identified to secure 

emergency housing and services. School social workers coordinate efforts with homeless providers to 

identify homeless youth, provide housing and enable young people to continue their education. 

Addressing the emergency shelter and transitional housing needs of homeless persons 

Auburn has two emergency shelters one that serves homeless men and a Domestic Violence shelter for 

woman and households with children fleeing domestic violence. Both shelters can be accessed 24 hours 

a day. Veterans from an 18 county area may access the men’s emergency shelter. The Cayuga County 

Department of Social Services (DSS) emergency houses individuals and families who cannot find shelter 

when they are homeless, therefore they do not have friends or family they can stay with and do not 

have the liquid resources to house themselves. DSS has an after-hours emergency number where those 

seeking housing can call for assistance. DSS also contracts with Catholic Charities to assist individuals 

that are unable to work apply for SSI/SSDI assistance to increase their income and housing options. 
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Chapel House is opened an 8 unit 16 bed transitional housing program for hard to serve individuals (i.e. 

high barrier parolees, chronically homeless, substance abuse, mental health) that provides supportive 

housing and aftercare along with a pathway to permanent housing.  

The Auburn Rescue Mission and Cayuga/Seneca Community Action Agency (CSCAA) have transitional 

housing programs for homeless women and families with children. Both programs utilize trauma-

informed care principles. CSCAA has a transitional supportive housing Young Adult program for 

homeless youth ages 18-25 years of age that provides supportive services and stability for homeless 

youth. 

Helping homeless persons (especially chronically homeless individuals and families, families 

with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth) make the transition to 

permanent housing and independent living, including shortening the period of time that 

individuals and families experience homelessness, facilitating access for homeless individuals 

and families to affordable housing units, and preventing individuals and families who were 

recently homeless from becoming homeless again 

Our community has placed great emphasis on ending an episode of homelessness as quickly as possible. 

The Cayuga County Department of Social Services (DSS) hired a Homeless Coordinator to track and assist 

all homeless households that the county is helping to pay for emergency housing find a pathway to 

permanent housing as quickly as possible. DSS contracts with Chapel House to fund a rapid re-housing 

case manager that assists homeless single adults with housing search and placement and follow up case 

management to increase housing stability. DSS was awarded $73,000 a year for the next 5 years to 

rapidly re-house homeless single men and women from emergency shelters and motels. The monies 

may be used for rental assistance and security deposits. DSS also contracts with the Auburn Rescue 

Mission to fund a rapid re-housing case manager that assists households with children with housing 

search and placement and follow up case management. DSS often provides needed security deposits 

and starter furnishings. Homeless emergency motel length of stays have be reduced by weeks since DSS 

started its rapid re-housing initiatives.  CSCAA has a transitional supportive housing Young Adult 

program for homeless youth ages 18-25 years of age that provides supportive services and stability for 

homeless youth. 

Helping low-income individuals and families avoid becoming homeless, especially extremely 

low-income individuals and families and those who are: being discharged from publicly 

funded institutions and systems of care (such as health care facilities, mental health facilities, 

foster care and other youth facilities, and corrections programs and institutions); or, receiving 

assistance from public or private agencies that address housing, health, social services, 

employment, education, or youth needs. 

Every effort should be made to keep individuals and families in their existing housing. Our community 
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has moved towards a Coordinated Assessment which has help streamline paperwork and duplication of 

efforts. DSS will assist eligible households with assistance to prevent eviction if the household has the 

income to sustain such housing. The CSCAA, Catholic Charities, Auburn Rescue Mission and Salvation 

Army have limited resources which they often pool together to help prevent homelessness. Soldier On 

operates a homeless prevention rapid re-housing program for veterans and their families that have 

money for rental arrears and rental assistance.  

 One of the key components of our community’s strategy to end homelessness is to grow more 

affordable housing. The number of people who rent in the City of Auburn is much higher than the 

national average and as a result rents are higher. The City of Auburn Homeless Taskforce created an 

affordable housing committee to identify opportunities to grow housing.   

In October 2015 the Auburn Housing Authority Development Corporation began construction on a 6.4 

million dollar grant to build 28 new housing units (14 three bedroom, 10 two bedroom and 4 one 

bedroom) for homeless families with children and a community center to provide onsite supportive 

services. The project will be completed and operational by January 1, 2017. Unity House and Two Plus 

Construction has applied for multi-layer funding to create 35 apartments for individuals with special 

needs. 

Discussion 

One year goals for the number of households to be provided housing through the use of HOPWA for: 

Short-term rent, mortgage, and utility assistance to prevent homelessness of the 
individual or family 

Tenant-based rental assistance 

Units provided in housing facilities (transitional or permanent) that are being 
developed, leased, or operated 

Units provided in transitional short-term housing facilities developed, leased, or 
operated with HOPWA funds 

Total 
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.220(j) 

Introduction 

The City of Auburn will continue to work towards removing barriers to Affordable Housing.  We will not 

implementing all listed strategies in PY 2016.  We will be prioritizing and concentrating on implementing 

the top priorities. 

Actions it planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve 

as barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land, zoning 

ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies affecting the 

return on residential investment 

Strategies to remove barriers to affordable housing recommended in the 2014 Analysis of Impediments 

to Fair Housing include: 

 Commission the City Manager and/or City Office of Planning and Economic Development (OPED)

to study a City Land Bank. On June 29, 2011 New York Governor Andrew Cuomo signed historic

land bank legislation, allowing municipalities to take control of problem properties and then

redevelop or dispose of them in a manner consistent with the public interest. By commissioning

the City Manager and/or OPED to sustain the viability, sustainability and impact of a City Land

Bank, the City of Auburn may gain a powerful tool to create or rehab the City’s housing stock

and potentially increase fair housing choice as well as foster economic development.

 Discrimination against people in protected classes by real estate and other housing

professionals may go undetected and unaddressed if not adequately monitored and enforced.

Considering the growing number of residents in protected classes, there is a greater need for

fair housing awareness, education and enforcement opportunities.

 Track zoning variance and local permit applications as well as substantially adjusted residential

permit applications to monitor any potential impediments to fair housing. According to the

OPED within the next 24 months the City will have the capacity to be able to track zoning

variance and local permit applications through computer software. An analysis of these factors

may identify patterns, potential impediments to fair housing choice or a lack thereof to be

included in the 2019 AI.

 Apply for New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance Solutions to End

Homelessness Program (STEPH) funding in August 2014 to assist protected classes end

homelessness and increase fair housing choice.

 Create City of Auburn Affordable Housing Fair by encouraging financial institutions to partner

with realtors and public and private housing professionals to educate, prepare and equip renters

for home ownership. This will help address the high renter rate in the City and increase minority

and low income household home ownership.

 Create Centralized Intake and Assessment System for all Housing Vulnerable and Homeless
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Persons. Currently Housing Vulnerable and Homeless Persons go agency to agency in search of 

assistance. This process is very timing consuming and frustrating for those seeking help and too 

often they are given a “referral” instead of housing assistance. The current system also 

promotes organization waste among agencies who ask similar questions to those seeking 

assistance. It is not uncommon for multiple agencies to be duplicating efforts to assist this 

population. A Central Intake and Assessment System will be more user friendly for consumers, 

streamline operations and prioritize those most at-risk. 

 Track housing discrimination complaints in more detailed systematic manner. Complaints should

be tracked not only by number but outcome and basis and an annual report should be provided

to the Auburn City government executive branch.

 Establish Bi-Annual Fair Housing Work Group. The work group can review progress to plan

action steps that remove impediments to fair housing choice as well as identify new or potential

impediments.

Discussion 

PY 2015 marked the beginning work on the City’s Code revisions.  The Code is now being analyzed 

thoroughly for deficiencies.  All deficiencies will be reviewed.  It is expected that the Code will be revised 

and adopted during PY 2016.   

We will be funding CNY Fair Housing, Inc during PY 2016 for enforcement and education regarding fair 

housing in Auburn.  They will provide counselling, advocacy, and investigate complaints.  CNY Fair 

Housing, Inc will also conduct two training sessions for human service providers who work with 

protected classes to educate them on how to recognize when their client’s may be experiencing 

discrimination.  These services will also provide undercover testing to ensure discrimination is not 

occurring.  A more robust enforcement system will serve as a deterrent for housing providers that may 

illegally discriminate against residents and will also decrease the number of illegal evictions. 

We will also be funding Community Health Network, who will be organizing Renters Rights and Landlord 

Resource Workshops.  The workshops will cover a range of topics: fair housing, legal issues, Section 8, 

public assistance, law enforcement, code enforcement, smoke-free housing, energy improvements, 

lead-based paint, and household pests such as bedbugs and mice.  Much of the information from the 

workshops will translate into upgrades in housing from the program referrals during the workshops such 

as Weatherization, will assist tenants and landlords through disputes, and decrease lead cases. 

Progress will be updated in the subsequent CAPER. 
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AP-85 Other Actions – 91.220(k) 

Actions planned to address obstacles to meeting underserved needs 

The greatest obstacle that the city faces to address all needs is the limited community development 

dollars available from federal, state, local, and private sources. To address this, the City is proactive 

seeking leveraging dollars and combining funds from various sources in order to achieve project goals 

and address community needs. 

Actions planned to foster and maintain affordable housing 

The City will continue to collaborate with local housing and community development agencies to foster 

and maintain affordable housing. In addition the City has taken a comprehensive approach in revitalizing 

neighborhoods with existing housing and working with investors through the CDBG Home Repair 

Program. Zoning is a critical component of affordable housing. The City, as part of its Brownfield 

Opportunity Area (BOA) grant, has begun updating its zoning code in the downtown district as well as 

some of the City’s most vulnerable neighborhoods.  It is expected that the zoning revision will be 

approved during PY 2016. 

Actions planned to reduce lead-based paint hazards 

The City will continue to fund the Home Repair Assistance Program and will test each property for lead-

based paint hazards to comply with lead based paint regulations issued under Sections 1012 and 1013 of 

the Residential Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction Act of 1992, which is Title X of the Housing and 

Community Development Act of 1992. The City will continue to work with the Cayuga County Health 

Department on lead based paint hazards in homes. The Health Department has recently launched a Lead 

Advisory Task Force, which includes a City Councilor and a representative from the Office of Planning 

and Economic Development, to work on partnerships and collaboration around lead-based paint 

issues.  The Health Department has expressed concern over recent data that shows increased instances 

of lead poisoning in children, which has resulted in required chelation in a couple of cases.  The City is 

committed to providing assistance to this task force as members look for ways to combine resources 

and experience to address this issue.  The City has also funded the Community Health Network 

tenant/landlord workshops which will be addressing lead based paint as one of the topics. 

Actions planned to reduce the number of poverty-level families 
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The City will continue to pursue an improvement in the local economy and employment opportunities. 

This includes brownfields remediation, workforce development and business development for the 

creation of low to moderate income jobs. In addition the City will continue to work with human service 

agencies that provide case management services and programming to poverty level families. 

Actions planned to develop institutional structure 

The current institutional structure is considered satisfactory however, the City will monitor and re-

evaluate as necessary. 

Actions planned to enhance coordination between public and private housing and social 

service agencies 

Discussion 

The City will continue to be involved in the Homeless Task Force Committee (Continuum of Care) and 

the Executive Committee will continue to assist in the coordination of public and private housing and 

social service agencies. The City also attends and participates in Community Network Meetings which 

bring together the social service agencies and public housing agency together in the same room so that 

all parties will know what services are available and what changes may be occurring. 
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Program Specific Requirements 

AP-90 Program Specific Requirements – 91.220(l)(1,2,4) 

Introduction 

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) 

Reference 24 CFR 91.220(l)(1) 
Projects planned with all CDBG funds expected to be available during the year are identified in the 
Projects Table. The following identifies program income that is available for use that is included in 
projects to be carried out.  

1. The total amount of program income that will have been received before the start of the

next program year and that has not yet been reprogrammed 180,275 

2. The amount of proceeds from section 108 loan guarantees that will be used during the year

to address the priority needs and specific objectives identified in the grantee's strategic plan. 0 

3. The amount of surplus funds from urban renewal settlements 0 

4. The amount of any grant funds returned to the line of credit for which the planned use has

not been included in a prior statement or plan 0 

5. The amount of income from float-funded activities 0 

Total Program Income: 180,275 

Other CDBG Requirements 

1. The amount of urgent need activities 0 

2. The estimated percentage of CDBG funds that will be used for activities that benefit

persons of low and moderate income.Overall Benefit - A consecutive period of one,

two or three years may be used to determine that a minimum overall benefit of 70%

of CDBG funds is used to benefit persons of low and moderate income. Specify the

years covered that include this Annual Action Plan. 70.00% 
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January 22, 2016

 Anticipated
2016 PY Ent. 

 Prior Entitlement 
Funds 

 2016 Revolving 
Loan Fund  Available RLF Total

H1  Mortgage Assistance Program (MAP) 18,000$  -$  -$  -$  18,000$
H2  Home Repair Assistance Program (HRAP) -$  162,614$  56,607$  545,571$  764,792$
H3  Home Access Program (HAP) 20,000$  -$  -$  -$  20,000$
H4  Distressed Property Program -$  150,543$  -$  -$  150,543$
H5  Housing Programs Delivery 40,000$  21,939$  -$  -$  61,939$
H6  Sidewalks Replacement Program 175,500$  11,474$  -$  -$  186,974$
H7  Park and Playground Improvements 128,921$  234,057$  -$  -$  362,978$

382,421$  580,628$  56,607$  545,571$  1,565,226$               

P1  Aurora of CNY 9,000$  -$  -$  -$  9,000$  
P2  Boyle Senior Center 10,000$  -$  -$  -$  10,000$  
P3  Cayuga Counseling 14,000$  -$  -$  -$  14,000$  
P4  Cayuga Seneca Community Action Agency 8,000$  -$  -$  -$  8,000$  
P5  Rescue Mission 18,000$  -$  -$  -$  18,000$  
P6 Booker T. Washington 7,500$  -$  -$  -$  7,500$  
P7  Freedom Recreation 7,500$  -$  -$  -$  7,500$  
P8  Legal Aid 10,000$  -$  -$  -$  10,000$  
P9  Calvary Food Pantry 10,000$  -$  -$  -$  10,000$  

P10  Scat Van 9,000$  -$  -$  -$  9,000$  
P11 Chapel House 13,000$  -$  -$  13,000$  

116,000$  -$  -$  116,000$

E1  Small Business Assistance Program -$  -$  96,731$  1,266,537$               1,363,268$               
E2 Economic Development Program Delivery -$  22,042$  -$  -$  22,042$

-$  22,042$  96,731$  1,266,537$               1,385,310$               

S1  SDP: 108 Repayment 185,000$  -$  -$  -$  185,000$
S2  Special Development Loans -$  -$  26,937$  879,412$  906,349$

185,000$  -$  26,937$  879,412$  1,091,349$               

A1  Planning and Administration 120,000$  -$  -$  -$  120,000$  
A2  Homeless Task Force Administation 15,000$  -$  -$  -$  15,000$
A3  Human Services Coalition 10,000$  -$  -$  -$  10,000$
A4 Community Health - Tenant/Landlord -$  3,000$  3,000$
A5 CNY Fair Housing -$  3,000$  3,000$

145,000$  6,000$  -$  -$  151,000$

828,421$  602,670$  180,275$  2,691,519$               4,160,885$               

 Total Planning and Administration

TOTAL ALL PROGRAMS

  Total CD Support Services
Business Assistance

 Total Economic Development
Special Development Projects

 Total Special Development Projects
Administration

Public Services 

CITY OF AUBURN

Community Development Block Grant Program

2016 Annual Action Plan - Proposed Budget

Housing & Neighborhood Programming

 Total Housing & Neighborhood Improvemen

This is a projected budget based on the 2015-2016 allocation amount. Any increase of funds will be place in the  H7 Park and Playground Improvements 
line. A decrease in funds will  result in an even cut to each budget line. If the increase or decrease is 20% or more it will be a substantial ammendment to 
the plan and changes will be presented to the public with a public comment period. City Council will need to approve the substantial change before the 
plan is submitted to HUD.



City of Auburn: Community Development Block Grant Program
PY2016 Action Plan: Amendments to Prior Years Action Plans

Account # Title Amount To Project Comments

CD8686.2330.2013 2013 CD 
Administration $50,000.00 Distressed Property 

Program
$50,000 of funds to be added to the Distressed 
Property Program. 

CD8686.2330.2013 2013 CD 
Administration $362.00 2016 Admin - CNY Fair 

Housing
Unexpended funds to be used for 2016 Admin to fund 
CNY Fair Housing 

CD8686.2330.2014 2014 Administration $2,638.00 2016 Admin - CNY Fair 
Housing

Unexpended 2014 admin funds to be used for 2016 
Admin to fund CNY Fair Housing

CD8686.2230.2014 2014 Administration $3,000.00
2016 Admin -

Community Health 
Network

Unexpended 2014 Admin funds to be used to fund 
Community Health Network - Tenant/Landlord 
Workshops

CD8691.0010.0010 Sewer Laterals 
Revolving Loan Fund $16,185.00 Home Repair Assistance 

Program

Balance of funds to be added to the Home Repair 
Assistance Program budget as this program is no 
longer funded and sewer repairs can be funded by the 
City's program or the Home Repair Assistance 
Program

CD8686.2230.2014 2014 Administration $11,474.00 2016 Sidewalk Program Unexpected 2014 Admin funds  to be used towards the 
2016 Sidewalk Program

The purpose of this amendment is to provide the public with notice of the proposed change.  Approval for this change is anticipated to be obtained as a 
component of the approval of the 2016 Annual Action Plan. The following summarizes the changes necessary to make the funds available: 
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Let’s talk about 

Parks 

and improving the

Community! 

Community Development Block Grant 
And  

Parks Master Plan 

Tuesday, November 10, 2015 
6:00 – 8:00pm 

Phoenix Building, 2 South Street 

The public is invited to join us for a short presentation and an 

opportunity to provide input on how to distribute these federal 
funds in the City of Auburn as well as the development of the 

Parks Master Plan.  

All are Welcome! 

For more information: 

Office of Planning & Economic Development 
24 South Street, Auburn, NY 13021 

Phone: 315-255-4115 
Email: rjensen@auburnny.gov.   

Please participate in our survey found at www.auburnny.gov 

All meetings are accessible to people with disabilities. If you need a sign 
language interpreter or materials in an alternate format, please contact the 

Planning Office 10 days in advance. 

mailto:rjensen@auburnny.gov
file:///P:/CDBG/cdbg2015/Public%20Participation/PR/www.auburnny.gov
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PRESS RELEASE 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 22, 2016  

 

AUBURN CITY COUNCIL 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 Notice is hereby given that the Auburn City Council has called a Public 

Hearing to be held on Thursday, January 28, 2016 beginning at 6:00 p.m. for 

the purpose of collecting citizen input concerning the City of Auburn’s 

Proposed 2016-2017 Action Plan for the use of the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG) Funds. 

 This Public Hearing will be held at the regular City Council meeting in 

the Council Chambers at Memorial City Hall, 24 South Street, Auburn, NY 

13021. 

 This meeting will also be live-streamed via the City of Auburn’s website 

at: www.AuburnNY.gov/Channel-A 

 More information on this and other City of Auburn services may be 

found at the City’s website www.AuburnNY.gov 
- End - 

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
Chuck Mason  
Memorial City Hall 
24 South St. 
Auburn NY 13021 
315-255-4100 
 

 
 

 

http://www.auburnny.gov/Channel-A
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Click Here Provide input on the city's Community Block Grant by taking this survey: click here! 

http://aubumpub.com/ 

Bl 

Deputies: Four individuals identified in 

connection with Cayuga Nation property 
dispute identified; three still at-large 

JOROYN REILANO I JORDYN.REILAND@LEE.NET 

The Seneca County Sheriffs Office is actively pursuing three individuals in connection 

with a Cayuga Nation property dispute in September that resulted in gunfire in Seneca County. 

CENTRO DOPING OBESITY TOP 10 WINE 

Katko, Schumer working to avoid 
'devastating' cuts to Centro, NY 
mass transit systems 
ROBERT HARDING I ROBERT.HAROING@LEE.NET 

An amendment to the $325 billion surface transportation bill 

recently approved by the House has central New York's federal 

representatives war ... 

November 10, 2015 6:45 am (0) 

Basilio, Zale champion 
belts stolen from 
International Boxing Hall 
of Fame in Canastota 

CANASTOTA, 

N.Y. (AP)­

Police say six 

championship 

boxing belts have 

been stolen from the International 

Boxing Hall of Fame in upstate New 

York. 

Tickets available for Vice 
President Joe Biden's 
speech Thursday at 
Syracuse University 

Tickets are 

available for 

students 

interested in 

attending Vice 

President Joe Biden's remarks 

Thursday at Syracuse University. 

1/10/2015 

The Citizen Website Banner (Ticker) Run time: November 8, 2015-November 14, 2015
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  Search

 

 

 

 

  New Year's Week Special Curbside Trash & Recycling Pick­up
Schedule:

Welcome to AuburnNY.gov
Welcome to the official web site for the City of Auburn, NY.  Located in the
heart of the northern Finger Lakes region of New York State, our city offers
a quality of life abundant with cultural resources and rich history.  This web
site is designed to be of service to both residents of Auburn and visitors
alike, we hope it will enhance your connection to City of Auburn
government and the local services our City employees provide.

2015 CDBG Community Survey
Make  Your  Voice  Heard  by  taking  the  2015
Community Development Block Grant Survey.

Parks Master Plan Survey
You  can  help  shape  the  future  of  Auburn’s
parks.  Take  the  2015  Parks  Master  Plan
survey.

 •  NEW ­ SEARCH for your 2015­16 city
tax bill

 •  Job Opportunities

 •  Recorded Owasco Lake Levels  •  Report a Pothole ­ online form

 •  City Phone Directory  •  2015 Tentative Assessment Roll

 •  Recycling Info  •  PANGO Pay & Go Parking

 •  Municipal Code Online  •  Property Tax Due Dates

   

NOTICE: Christmas Tree Recycling –
Cayuga County Trade­A­Tree
Program
Posted 12/27/15
Announcement: Holiday Break Open
Skate Schedule for the Casey Park
Ice Rink
Posted 12/23/15
City Council Meeting Dates Changed
to Observe Christmas Day & New
Year's
Posted 12/17/15
Christmas Week & New Year's Day
Week ­ Special Trash Pick­up
Schedule
Posted 12/10/15
Notice: Clifford Park Clubhouse
Renovation Meeting, December 16,
2015 4­6pm
Posted 12/10/15

December 2015
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
29 30 01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 01 02

03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Mon December 28

7:00 PM
Zoning Board
City Hall Council Chambers
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Jensen, Renee 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 

Renee, Tiffany 

Mason, Chuck 

Monday, November 09, 2015 2:38 PM 

Jensen, Renee; Beebee, Tiffany 

Haines, Jennifer 

CDBG survey and public meeting 

The CDBG survey link is now prominently displayed on the City website's homepage. 

The meeting notice for tomorrow's public meeting has been posted to Twitter and Facebook. 

The Facebook post received a very good response this weekend. Here are the stats so far for the Facebook 
post: 
4, 714 People Reached 
77 Likes, Comments & Shares 
51 Likes, 38 Likes On Post, 13 Likes On Shares 
7 Comments, 5 Comments On Post, 2 Comments On Shares 
19 Shares, 18 Shares On Post, 1 Share On Shares of Post 
181 Total Post Clicks, 86 Link Clicks, 95 Other Clicks 
Negative Feedback: 0 Hide Post, 0 Hide All Posts, 0 Report as Spam, 0 Unlike Page 

The following comments were received on the Facebook page: 
(Please don't be discouraged by negative comments, they are part of the process) 

David Rocco Rabuano IF YOU OR ANYONE believes any of this SHET , oh well WRONG 
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Like· Reply· Message· November 7 at 9:52pm 
Michael Murray Wall st playground is a dump . I called about a safety hazard months ago and it was not taken 
care of . 
Like · Rep.ly · Message · Yesterday at 8:52am 
Eugene B Bell Will discussions be published in the paper so us that are home bound knows what is going on? 
Like · Reply · Message · Yesterday at 9:23am 
Shirley Martinez u should also do one on BTW Playground also 
Like · Reply · Message · 1 hr 

Thank you. 

Chuck 

Charles Mason 

City Clerk 

1 

CDBG Facebook Feedback





CDBG Community Meeting 
2016-2017 Funding Year 

Meeting Minutes 
 

11/10/2015 
Phoenix Building, 2 South Street  
6:00- 8:00pm 

 
Attendees: Walt Aikman, Tom Maye, Mary Anne Maye, Jessica Soule, Arlene Ryan, 
Zinc LaDouce, Jean LaDouce, Joe Leogrande, Peter Cramer, Timothy Donavan, Doug 
Ververs, Katie McIntyre, Jimmy Giannettino, Tracy Verrier.   
 
Staff: Renee Jensen, Community Development Planner and Tiffany Beebee, Senior 
Planner 
 
Presentation: 
 
A fifteen minute presentation was presented to audience members. The presentation 
outlined the Community Development Block Grant program. 
 
Questions from the audience asked during and immediate after the presentation included: 
 
Walt Aikman questioned the length of the 108 repayment. Tiffany Beebee responded 
that the project began in 2008 and the repayment schedule is for 20 years. 
 
Tim Donovan stated the importance of handicap accessibility with sidewalks and 
walkability.  
 
An audience member asked about the application process for the Home Repair program. 
Tiffany Beebee responded that the application process is lengthy but should be 
processed in a couple of months. 
 
Arlene Ryan stated that the Dunn and McCarthy area-West Street and Barber Street are 
is identified as an area in need and need improvements. 
 
Tim Donovan appreciates the park and playground improvements. Commented that St. 
Francis Park turned out very nice. 
 
Jessica Soule questioned when Human Service RFP’s will be released. Renee Jensen 
responded that an RFP will be released in December with agency presentations in 
January.  
 
 
Presenters (staff) take about 30 minutes to meet with individuals and continue the 
discussion of the CDBG program and distribution of CDBG funds in the City of Auburn 
to meet the needs of low to moderate income individuals.  



 
Priorities mentioned during the one- on- one discussion included: 
 
- Landlord tenant trainings were held this fall for the first time. The turnout was great 
however the need that came from those meetings range from a conflict resolution 
program for landlord and tenants, the need for educational material (handbooks-one for 
landlords and one for tenants) that has local information in it, and the need for more 
trainings. 
 
- Walkability in the City  
 
- Urban Forestry 
 
-Farmers Market, areas to provide local fresh food to neighborhoods 
 
- Preserving and utilizing the Fire and Police Station (heard discussions of fire and 
police moving). Possibly a regional farmer’s market location. 
 
-  Creating a network of agencies and sharing agency information among that network. 
May include gardening, childcare, senior services etc.) 
 
- Clifford Park and the need for improvements specifically the clubhouse, bathrooms and 
the exterior of the building. 
 
- Section 3 and WBE and MBE trainings for small businesses.  
 
- Three people advocated for the direct benefit sidewalk program to be funded again 
 
Surveys regarding the CDBG Program were provided to participants. 
 







 Auburn City Council Minutes January 28, 2016  

Auburn City Council 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, January 28, 2016 6:00 P.M. 
City Council Chambers 

Memorial City Hall 
24 South St. 

Auburn, NY  13021 
 

Minutes 
 

The meeting of the Auburn City Council was called to order at 6:00PM in the City Council 
Chambers 24 South St. Auburn NY by Mayor Quill.   

1.  Roll Call – The City Clerk called the roll. Councilors McCormick, Giannettino, Cuddy, and 
Carabajal, and Mayor Quill were all present. 

The following City Staff was present:  

• City Manager, Doug Selby  
• Corporation Counsel, John Rossi 
• City Clerk, Charles Mason 
• Comptroller, Laura Wills 
• Director of Planning and Economic Development, Jennifer Haines 
• Senior Planner, Tiffany Beebee 
• Community Development Planner, Renee Jensen 
• Superintendent of Engineering, William Lupien 

 
2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – Mayor Quill led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
3.  Moment of Silent Prayer or Reflection – Mayor Quill asked for a moment of silent prayer.    
 
4.  Public Announcements –  
The City Clerk read the following announcements: 
A.  The next meeting of the City of Auburn Planning Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
February 2, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting will be held at the Council Chambers on the first 
floor of Memorial City Hall, 24 South Street, Auburn, NY  13021. 
 
5.  Ceremonial Presentations and Proclamations –  None 
 
6.  Public to be Heard – Mayor Quill opened the Public to be Heard portion of the Council 
meeting and the Clerk read the Public to be Heard rules.  The public hearing for the Community 
Development Block Grant was also opened. 
Erica Turner, 19 Frances Street 
Ms. Turner spoke on behalf of Homesite in support of programs funded through the Community 

Page 1 of 6 
Office of the City Clerk/Vital Records, City of Auburn, NY.  Charles Mason, City Clerk  



 Auburn City Council Minutes January 28, 2016  

Development Block Grant Program. 
Justin Huffman, 127 Genesee Street 
Mr. Huffman spoke on behalf of Mr. Joseph Camardo regarding the agenda topic of discussion 
on development proposals received for the potential redevelopment of city-owned property at 1-7 
State Street.  Mr. Huffman read a letter from Mr. Camardo. 
Sam Giangreco, N. Lewis Street 
Mr. Giangreco spoke on the agenda topic of discussion on development proposals received for 
the potential redevelopment of city-owned property at 1-7 State Street.  He spoke in favor of 
establishing a music hall of fame park at the site. 
Ryan Foley, VanAnden Street 
Mr. Foley is the Cayuga County Legislator for District 15.  He spoke to complement the quality 
of the Community Development Block Grant annual action plan as written.  He also spoke to 
lend his personal support of a future public safety building project for the City and County. 
 
7.  Approval of Meeting Minutes:  
A.  January 21, 2016, City Council meeting minutes. 
Motion to approve by Councilor Cuddy, seconded by Councilor Giannettino. 
The motion to approve the minutes of January 7, 2016 carried 4-0. Councilors Giannettino, 
Cuddy, Carabajal and Mayor Quill all voting aye.  Councilor McCormick abstained. 
 
8.  Reports of City Officials 
   A.  City Manager’s Report – no report 

B.  Reports from members of Council 
• Councilor McCormick reported that she attended the most recent meeting of the Heroin 

Awareness Group and discussed an assembly that was held at the Auburn High School on 
the topic and recognized the City’s School Resource Officers for their participation in the 
program.  She also reported on attending the monthly meeting of the Auburn Downtown 
Business Improvement District and the annual Economic Forecast Luncheon of the 
Cayuga Economic Development Council. 

• Mayor Quill reported that on Friday, January 22, 2016 he attended the Martin Luther 
King Luncheon of the local NAACP chapter where Council Dia Carabajal received an 
award.  Earlier this week he also had the opportunity to tour the E. D. Clapp company.  
Also, earlier in the day he traveled to Rochester to attend the meeting of the Board of 
Governors for the New York State Municipal Insurance Reciprocal of which he is a board 
member. 

9.  Matters to Come Before Council 
A.  State Environmental Quality Review Act Resolutions (SEQR) - None 
 
B.  Ordinances - None 
 
C.  Local Laws – None 
 
D.  Resolutions - None 
 
E.  Tabled Legislation – None 

Page 2 of 6 
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F.  Staff/Vendor Presentations 
F1.  Financial Plan Five Year Projections and Fund Balance Policy Update.  City Comptroller 
Laura Wills reviewed the five year financial projections of City finances based on a model 
defined by the City’s current long term financial plan.  She also discussed various options the 
Council could possibly consider to eliminate projected budget gaps forecasted for the later years 
of the projection.  She also discussed the City fund balance policy and proposed establishing a 
contingency fund policy. 
    
F2.  2016-2017 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Action Plan Presentation.  
Director of Planning and Economic Development Jennifer Haines introduced Community 
Planner Renee Jensen and Senior Planner Tiffany Beebee who provided an overview of the 
proposed 2016-2017 CDBG Action Plan.  Ms. Haines also reported that the United States 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) had chosen the City of Auburn for a 
pilot program that recognizes best practices for CDBG planning processes, one of only 20 cities 
in the United States to receive such recognition.  She thanked Ms. Beebee and Ms. Jenson for 
their work which is responsible for the national recognition.  Following the presentation Mayor 
Quill asked if any others members of the public would like to speak on the action plan.  No 
members of the public spoke.  The Mayor then announced that the public hearing for the CDBG 
action plan would close.  
F3.  Proposals for 1 State Street.  Director of Planning and Economic Development Jennifer 
Haines briefly discussed the three proposals the City had received as a result of issuing a request 
for development proposals in November of 2016.  The three proposals received were from: 1. 
The Auburn Local Development Corporation; 2. Mr. Joseph Camardo; and, 3. The Emerson 
Foundation.  Following Council discussion the staff was asked to prepare a resolution to be on 
the February 4, 2016 Council agenda that would accept the offer from the Emerson Foundation 
to provide assistance to be used for further study of the potential economic impact of use of the 1 
State Street site. 
F4.  Construction Status Report - Engineering Projects.  Superintendent of Engineering William 
H. Lupien, Jr., P.E. reviewed five major upcoming construction projects that the City is 
executing including:  1.  N. Division Street Hydroelectric Facility; 2. N. Division Street Bridge 
replacement; 3.  Replacement of two culverts at Hunter Brook; 4. Water Filtration Plant 
upgrades; and, 5. Genesee Street repaving project from South Street to the west City border. 
F5.  Osborne Street Radio Tower.  City Manager Douglas A. Selby presented an overview of the 
current state of the City-owned radio tower located on Osborne Street.  He reported that the radio 
tower was acquired by the City through foreclosure in the 1980’s and has been owned by the 
City since.  The tower hosts equipment for the Cayuga County Emergency 911 system, 
water/sewer billing software radio equipment and other space is leased to private companies.  
Since the Council last considered the potential sale of the tower in the fall of 2014 the City hast 
been notified by two of the private companies that they were terminating their leases of space on 
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City of Auburn/Cayuga County  

Homeless Taskforce Meeting 

Monday November 9, 2015 

Present: James Breslin, Tiffany Beebee, Christina Thornton, Liz Vuillemot, Wendy Varrichio-

Fletcher, Rhonda Delaney, Steve Woodard, William Brown, Marjory York-Conley, Heather Gage,  

Sara Douglass, Albert Townsend, Arlene Ryan, Mary Rathburn, Christina VanDrohlarter, Lydia 

Philips, Sarah Barnard, Jessica Brooks, Alicia Leitgeb, Joseph Cardinole, Michael Henty, Thomas 

McKellop and Mayor Michael Quill. 

Call to order: James Breslin called the meeting to order at approximately 10:00 am. James Breslin 

welcomed everyone and meeting participants introduced themselves.  

Adult & Community Taskforce trainings: Sara Douglass provided an update on the 

landlord/tenant trainings 

Sara is Co-Chair of the Adult & Community Taskforce under the HSC 

On September 24 Human Services Coalition Tenants Rights Training took place 

 Code Enforcement made presentation 

 Cayuga County DSS 

 Legal Issues were covered by an attorney (i.e. 3 day notice to quit)  

 Would like to develop a Tenant’s Rights Guide specifically for Auburn (smaller version of 

NYS Attorney General’s Guide). Working with Legal Services of Central, NY and Fair 

Housing on accomplishing this 

For the landlord training over 1500 mailings were sent and received over 110 responses. (90 

landlords registered and 75 landlords attended. Majority of landlords owned 10 or less units. Topics 

covered in the training included: 

 Legal Issues 

 Fair Housing Issues 

 Smoke Free Housing 

 Code Enforcement 

 Section 8/Cayuga County DSS 

 Emergency Improvements 

The majority of landlords were very receptive and positive about the training. The Cayuga County 

Landlord Association meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at the Case Mansion. There are 

guest speakers and Soldier On requested to speak to the association. Anyone who owns at least one 

unit may attend. See a need on how to educate tenants on how to use programs appropriately.  



 

 

Adult & Community Taskforce meets second Tuesday of every month at 10 am in the United Way 

conference room 

CDBG Survey: Tiffany Beebee of the City of Auburn Office of Planning and Economic 

Development provided an overview of CDBG funded programs and conducted a CDBG survey. 

CDBG programs serve low to moderate income households in the City of Auburn. Priorities are 

determined in part through community presentations and surveys. Some CDBG programs include: 

Home Repair Assistance Program; Mortgage assistance program; Home Access Program (through 

ARISE); Distressed property program;  Program Public Improvements (i.e. Sidewalks, Playgrounds); 

Economic Development Activities (i.e. loan to Currier Plastics that helped create new jobs); 

Emergency Repair Program and Human Services Funding (i.e. Chapel House, Auburn Rescue 

Mission, Scat Van, Freedom Recreation, Cayuga Counseling Services, Cayuga Seneca Community 

Action Agency, Aurora of CNY).  

CDBG surveys were distributed and collected at the end of the meeting. 

Mean Tweets/Poverty Simulation: HTF watched video Mean Tweets video of the President 

reading mean tweets about himself on television followed by a video of actual people experiencing 

an episode of homelessness. The video was well received and illustrated the power of words have on 

people and the ability of social media to have an impact or create awareness. After the videos Albert 

Townsend and Wendy Varricchio-Fletcher volunteered to participate in a virtual poverty situation 

where they played a working couple trying to survive on minimum wage. 

HUD Funded Program Updates: 

Auburn Housing Authority (AHA): Liz Vuillemot reported that the Shelter Plus Care permanent 

supportive housing program for chronically homeless individuals is full (possibility of one opening 

in near future) and that the Auburn Housing Authority is opening the Section 8 waiting list on 

Thursday December 17th. 

Cayuga Seneca Community Action Agency: Both HUD Permanent Housing programs are full. 

Young Adult Program has one opening for a young adult.  

ARISE: Both permanent supportive housing programs are presently full. To be eligible must be 

homeless with a disability. 

Chapel House Report: Chrissie Thornton reported that Chapel House is presently full and served 

51 unique men for a total of 589 bed nights last month. 14 men were successfully placed into 

permanent housing. HUD program is full. Working with a number of single men and women in the 

STEPH program. Have an ongoing need for household items.  

 



Cayuga County DSS: Mary Rathburn reported that 11 families and 39 singles are presently being 

emergency housed. 

CNY Health Home: CNY Health Homes provided an overview of their services and brought a 

client to share his story. The individual stated before receiving help from CNY Health Home and 

other community stakeholders that he thought he was “living on a planet of deafness” because all 

his cries for help went unanswered. The individual express his gratitude to the community and the 

difference it has made in his life. 

Announcements 

 National Hunger & Homelessness Awareness Week Nov 14-22 

 National Homeless Youth Awareness Month 

 Happy Veterans Day November 11 

 Annual Application for Homeless Assistance for submitted (see attachments). This year the 

community applied for $336,999. 

Meeting Adjourned: Meeting adjourned at 11:18 am. Next meeting scheduled for January 11, 2016 

at 10:00 am. 











Continued on back. 

2016-2017 Community Development Block Grant Survey 
The City of Auburn is looking for community input on distributing federal community development 

grant funds to help low to moderate income city residents and areas. 
 

Please fill out this short survey and provide feedback on what programs you think  
would best help City of Auburn residents. 

 

1. Are you completing this survey on behalf of a business or as a citizen? 

____ Business   ____ Citizen 

2. Address: __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

3. Do you work in the City of Auburn? 

___ Yes ___ No 

4. Please choose five (5) of the following activities that you feel are most important within the 
City of Auburn. Please Rank by numbering 1-5: 

 
___ Park and Playground Improvements 

___ Sidewalk Improvements 

___ Clean-up of Abandoned Lots/Homes – 
 Demolition 

___ Services for the Disabled 

___ Child Care Services 

___ Homeless Preventions and Assistance 

___ Small Business Assistance 

___ Sewer and Water Service Replacement 

___ Senior Services 

___ Youth Programs 

___ Substance Abuse Services 

___ Assistance for the Hungry 

___ Fair Housing Activities 

___ Affordable Housing 

___ Home Repair Assistance 

___ 1st Time Homebuyer Assistance 

___ Domestic Violence Programs 

 



For more information please contact:  
City of Auburn Office of Planning and Economic Development 
24 South St 
Auburn, NY 13021 
315-255-4115 

5. What is your total annual gross household income? (optional) 

Please circle your income category according to the appropriate household size.  

*The number of people in a household is defined as all the people that live at the 
residence regardless of age or employment status. 

1 Person $13,350 or below $13,350 - $22,250 $22,250 - $35,600 $35,600 or above 

2 Person $15,930 or below $15,930 - $25,400 $25,400 - $40,650 $40,650 or above 

3 Person $20,090 or below $20,090 - $28,600 $28,600 - $45,750 $45,750 or above 

4 Person $24,250 or below $24,250 - $31,750 $31,750 - $50,800 $50,800 or above 

5 Person $28,410 or below $28,410 - $34,300 $34,300 - $54,900 $54,900 or above 

6 Person $32,570 or below $32,570 - $36,850 $36,850 - $58,950 $58,950 or above 

7 Person $36,730 or below $36,730 - $39,400 $39,400 - $63,000 $63,000 or above 

8+ Person $40,890 or below $40,890 - $41,950 $41,950 - $67,100 $67,100 or above 
 

6. Additional Comments: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 



22.77% 46

77.23% 156

Q1 Are you filling this survey out on behalf
of a business or as a citizen?

Answered: 202 Skipped: 0

Total 202

Business 
22.77% (46)

Citizen 
77.23% (156)

Answer Choices Responses

Business

Citizen
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78.65% 140

21.35% 38

Q3 Do you work in the City of Auburn:
Answered: 178 Skipped: 24

Total 178

Yes 
78.65% (140)

No 
21.35% (38)

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No
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Answer Options
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Affordable Housing 48.4% 91

Youth Programs 47.9% 90

Park and Playground Improvements 43.1% 81

Clean-up of Abandoned Lots/Homes - Demolition 43.1% 81

Homeless Prevention and Assistance 39.9% 75

Assistance for the Hungry 37.2% 70

Substance Abuse Services 36.7% 69

Domestic Violence Programs 32.5% 61

Child Care Services 30.3% 57

Sidewalk Improvements 28.2% 53

Services for the Disabled 22.9% 43

Small Business Assistance 20.2% 38

Home Repair Assistance 18.6% 35

1st Time Homebuyer Assistance 18.1% 34

Senior Services 17.0% 32

Fair Housing Activities 14.4% 27

Sewer and Water Service Replacement 13.3% 25

188

14

2016-2017 City of Auburn Community Development Block 

Grant

Please choose five (5) of the following activities that you feel are most 

important within the City of Auburn:

skipped question

answered question



0
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20
30
40
50
60
70
80
90

100

CDBG Program Priorities 2016-2017 

Response Count



Q5 What is your total annual gross
household income?  Please select your
income category under the appropriate

household size. (Optional)*The number of
people in a household is defined as all the
people that live at the residence regardless

of age or employment status.
Answered: 152 Skipped: 50

1 person

$13,350 or below $13,350-$22,250 $22,250-$35,600 $35,600 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

2 person

$15,930 or below $15,930-$25,400 $25,400-$40,650 $40,650 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
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3 person

$20,090 or below $20,090 - $28,600 $28,600 - $45,750 $45,750 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

4 person

$24,250 or below $24,250 - $31,750 $31,750 - $50,800 $50,800 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

5 person

$28,410 or below $28,410 - $34,300 $34,300 - $54,900 $54,900 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%
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1 person

6 person

$32,570 or below $32,570 - $36,850 $36,850 - $58,950 $58,950 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

7 person

$36,730 or below $36,730 - $39,400 $39,400 - $63,000 $63,000 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

8 person

$40,890 or below $40,890 - $41,950 $41,950 - $67,100 $67,100 or above

Income
0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

 $13,350 or below $13,350-$22,250 $22,250-$35,600 $35,600 or above Total
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12.28%
7

8.77%
5

42.11%
24

36.84%
21

 
57

2 person

20.37%
11

11.11%
6

16.67%
9

51.85%
28

 
54

3 person

26.32%
5

10.53%
2

10.53%
2

52.63%
10

 
19

4 person

52.00%
13

0.00%
0

8.00%
2

40.00%
10

 
25

5 person

58.33%
7

0.00%
0

8.33%
1

33.33%
4

 
12

6 person

20.00%
1

40.00%
2

40.00%
2

0.00%
0

 
5

7 person

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

 
0

8 person

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

 
0

Income

 $15,930 or below $15,930-$25,400 $25,400-$40,650 $40,650 or above Total

Income

 $20,090 or below $20,090 - $28,600 $28,600 - $45,750 $45,750 or above Total

Income

 $24,250 or below $24,250 - $31,750 $31,750 - $50,800 $50,800 or above Total

Income

 $28,410 or below $28,410 - $34,300 $34,300 - $54,900 $54,900 or above Total

Income

 $32,570 or below $32,570 - $36,850 $36,850 - $58,950 $58,950 or above Total

Income

 $36,730 or below $36,730 - $39,400 $39,400 - $63,000 $63,000 or above Total

Income

 $40,890 or below $40,890 - $41,950 $41,950 - $67,100 $67,100 or above Total

Income

8 / 9

2016-2017 City of Auburn Community Development Block Grant SurveyMonkey



Q6 Comments:
Answered: 27 Skipped: 120

# Responses Date

1 Substance abuse and Mental Health illness plague this city. 12/14/2015 1:27 PM

2 There is too many "affordable housing" units in Auburn. Concentrate on rebuilding and selling rather than rebuilding
and renting.

12/10/2015 4:17 PM

3 I marked a lot of child and family services rather than things like sidewalk improvements and demolition of properties
because I see too many instances of people that are not emotionally and financially able to support a family. This
leads to behavioral and emotional issues for children who in better circumstances, would end up being upstanding
citizens. Supporting programs that help these children become better citizens is ultimately what is best for our city and
community.

12/8/2015 3:46 PM

4 Love the transformation in downtown, would like that to continue and hopefully spread 12/8/2015 1:03 PM

5 We are seeing more people walking in the roads and it is because so many sidewalks are beat up. We want people to
be safe and also want more people walking around and being healthy but we do not want the walking wounded in our
streets from killing themselves on the sidewalks. Also.. We need to look at life services for youths...We need to grant
or establish a center that kids can learn how to take care of themselves...Cooking, Cleaning, Laundry...Things like this
that will help them feel they are a part of society..

12/8/2015 12:31 PM

6 we need to enlist people on social services that are healthy to get out & clean up the streets, etc. to clean up our city. I
see nothing wrong in that.

12/8/2015 11:54 AM

7 I've lived in Auburn my entire life and I have seen the changes that have come about. I've seen drug problems and
poverty take a toll on this city.

12/8/2015 11:50 AM

8 Really hard to pick 5 as all of the activities are important. My selections are based on where I see gaps in service or
where need outpaces availability of resources. My selection of youth programs relates to at-risk youth programming.

12/2/2015 9:54 AM

9 I feel as though the city along with other organizations already has a wide variety of services established to help
disabled, seniors, and child care. Using the block grant for cleaning up of the abandoned lots, (especially 120 Park
Place) sewer replacement, and making park and playground improvements can help encourage citizens to start caring
about where they live. Also invest some time into making citizens aware of what is being offered and encouraging
them to use it. I am proud to say that I took advantage of the home repair assistance program, and the 1st time home
buyer program. without the help I would not have been able to replace all the windows in my home.

11/19/2015 2:51 PM

10 Domestic Violence Programs are #1 We need whatever it takes to have more police on our streets! 11/13/2015 12:13 PM

11 Need to preserve (unreadable) and enforce zone laws appropriately 11/13/2015 12:06 PM

12 Add: Enforcement of codes w/ landlords 11/13/2015 12:01 PM

13 - Affordable housing units should be built of funded for veterans - More homeless shelters should be available 11/13/2015 11:58 AM

14 We need more law enforcement in Auburn. 11/13/2015 11:52 AM

15 Add: Employment Services 11/13/2015 11:48 AM

16 Landlord training programs to increase access to affordable housing and reduce homelessness in the county. 11/13/2015 11:47 AM

17 Substance abuse services that are progressive and creative. Traditional counseling is helpful, but not making a strong
enough impact. Affordable housing - very few landlords can afford to rent for $362 per month.

11/13/2015 11:44 AM

18 Funds are desperately needed for furnace repair and replacement when the HEAP HERR Program runs out. This is a
constant need of low income households and people often use unsafe heating methods to stay warm.

11/13/2015 11:39 AM

19 I work in the city, do not live in the city. More assistance for rent, sec dep., mortgage 11/13/2015 11:31 AM

20 - All of the activities on the previous page are priorities. - The Human Services Coalition through the Adult/Community
task group has begun to address housing concerns. - If the Coalition can assist in any way with the activities listed we
would be willing to brainstorm and discuss with the Office of Planning and Economic Development how we can work
together to address these concerns - It would be great to have a representative from Planning and Economic Dev
attend our task groups. Thank you for all your hard work.

11/13/2015 11:29 AM
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21 I didn't rank my 5 choices as I see them tied together. There is a lack of connection in our culture. Use public lands to
teach youth and folks in recovery to grow food and flowers (learn to nurture). Allow this to feed the hungry and bring
care to elderly. Youth, elderly, and those in recovery are often on our sidelines. How can we bring them together in our
culture?

11/13/2015 11:21 AM

22 Both presentations were well done and very informative. I appreciate the work the Planning Department does in
securing and implementing CDBG funds.

11/13/2015 11:18 AM

23 Use incentives for good tenants as consideration for first time home buyers. 11/9/2015 4:03 AM

24 So many times I have been told that the Codes Department has their hands tied when it comes to slumlords in
Auburn. I have seen deplorable living situations with no remedy.

11/3/2015 8:41 AM

25 I am a renter, and would love to buy a good quality home here, but I don't think I will be able to find an affordable
house with modern amenities. I wonder how many other people feel the same way and leave the city because of this.

11/3/2015 8:24 AM

26 An investment of CDBG funding into housing and neighborhood improvements (playgrounds) can also be seen as an
investment in economic development. A vibrant community is one where homes are well maintained, blighting
structures are addressed (removed through demolition or substantially rehabbed and sold to first time homebuyers),
neighborhoods are safe and have positive amenities (schools, parks, neighborhood businesses) and there is adequate
funding to assist those with limited means to maintain their home. The use of CDBG funds for these purposes is an
investment in the future vitality of our City.

11/2/2015 4:52 PM

27 Our infrastructure is critical. Due to the negative publicity of water main breaks and ongoing street projects, I hear
young people saying they are hesitant to buy homes in Auburn.

11/2/2015 4:28 PM
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